The Vicar’s Reflection:
I built a wall this summer holidays, or more correctly, I, ably assisted by my
three children and another teenager, built stage 1 of a retaining wall project to
turn my steeply sloping garden of useless grass into a place of three levels with
space to sit and space to enjoy God’s creation outdoors.
It seemed that any bloke that I spoke to thought it fair game to give me free
advice on how to build said wall. It would have been good if the advice had
been consistent, but instead all the advice came from each person’s own experience and situation. The result was rather confusing!
So what did I do? I thanked them all for their advice, and then turned to the
font of all knowledge, the internet! After a few You tube training videos, and
keeping in mind the spirit of the wisdom that had been shared with me, I determined that there were three key points to building a strong retaining wall –
good well compacted foundations, keep all work level, and remember to include drainage.
That’s what Paul says today to the group in Corinth, who were struggling – it
all comes back to the strong foundations of your faith. He reminds them that
the well compacted foundation is Jesus Christ. Nothing else will do. He says that
different materials of varying quality can be used for building on top, but it still
depends upon the foundation, for we are not always in control of the opportunities that form us.
Your foundations need to be strong, but your building must not be too rigid,
for a degree of flexibility will allow the wall to survive in a changing environment. Remember the brick layer’s mantra, walls are strong in compression, but
weak under tension.
If your life in Jesus Christ was part of a wall, how would it fare in compressive tough times? And how would it survive living through times of tension?
Not only our foundations, but our whole bodies are holy, says St Paul, as he
reminds us that as God’s Holy Spirit dwells within, we are part of God’s moving
holy temple. Not fixed in one part of the world, but moving and connecting with
the world around us. What a gift we have been given!

Go well this week, and remember to talk to your parish councillor.
God bless you and those for whom you pray!

Rev’d Elizabeth

Please note: Mater ial for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-
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Our Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ..
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Today’s Readings

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
1 Corinthians 3:10-17
Matthew 5:38-48

Next Week’s Readings

Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

A Continuing Prayer For The Parish
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen

Known Happy Birthdays: Chr istine Campbell 21st
Known Happy Anniversaries: None
Geelong Refugee Assistance Program ( G-RAP): Ther e is cur r ently an excess of donated clothing for distribution. Only men’s However, shirts and teenage (trendy) items
are needed. All goods need to be clean and labelled as per size etc. Linen and kitchen
items can still be donated. Please contact Jill Giddings. 0423 218 922 for further information.
Pastoral Listening Workshop: Satur day April 1st @ All Saints Newtown
Partnering in community is about listening, to help notice need, and to feel confident to
make a positive difference. The partnerships ministry seeks to develop resources to
equip parishioners in this. The aim is to equip us as Christians in ‘holy listening’ … to
take responsibility in listening, and how to discern shift of life. It is a very practical
workshop, with a pattern of input and then ‘triad’ practice times.
This has been a very popular workshop in other areas, so please contact Elizabeth if you
wish to attend.
World day of Prayer: St Mar k’s, Friday March 3rd @ 10 am. This year’s service has
been prepared by the women of the Philippines. The theme is ‘Am I being unfair to you?’
Morning tea will follow.

Welcome to our services today - the seventh Sunday after
Epiphany. We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and
fellowship.
For your diary:
Monday February 27th
Friday March 3rd
Saturday March 4th

Q4 Convention (details below)
World Day of Prayer @ St Mark’s, 10 am
Child Safe Standards Seminar (details below)

Q4 Convention: Monday Febr uar y 27th @ the Manningham Club, Bulleen
Your retirement could be vastly more fulfilling, interesting and exciting than you realise! Perhaps these years are in fact the culmination of everything that God has been
preparing you for all your life! This one-day convention will inspire, encourage and
equip you to grasp the myriad of possibilities that retirement presents. Don’t just slide
into the kind of retirement that society promises you, when God has something so
much better for you!
Further information – see flier in each centre or
Q4 Connection and CMA www.cma.net.au/q4
Special parish sign up offer! Fir st 4 will be subsidised and only pay $60 i.e. half
the cost of registration. If interested, speak to Rev’d Elizabeth.
Child Safe Standards Seminars:
Where and When? Saturday morning, 9.30 am to 12 noon
St Mark’s Forest Hill 25 February
St Paul’s Geelong 4 March
Brimbank Anglican Parish 18 March
St Luke’s Frankston 25 March
Why and What to expect!
From the beginning of January 2017 all parishes must be compliant with the Child
Safe Standards mandated under Victorian legislation. These Saturday morning seminars are being held at the request of the Registrar to help parishes understand what the
Child Safe Standards require churches to do. We will discuss the tools available to
guide your parish through a simple self-audit process to identify where you already
comply and what you still need to do as you work towards full compliance.
There will be an opportunity to share what has worked well in your parish, and to see
sample policies and statements of commitment other parishes have produced.
As part of ensuring that Bellarine Gateway parish provides a welcoming AND safe
place for children, I would encourage all members of Parish Council, and all who are
involved in ministry to others in this parish, to attend. We and our community need to
be confident that we are committed to provide a safe place for families to worship God.
Please let Elizabeth know which seminar you intend to attend, so that we can RSVP to
the organisers.

