The Vicar’s Reflection - Preparing for Lent
This weekend, we complete the season of Epiphany and walk away from Jesus and
his disciples still talking, still listening, still learning on that hill top. It’s a bit like
leaving the cinema before the end of the film, and glancing over your shoulder, as
you slip out the door, just wondering how it will all end.
For Jesus and his disciples, we feel that we know how his earthly ministry ended,
and how his glorious resurrected ministry began, but there is always more to learn,
and more to discover. The six weeks of Lent gives us that opportunity to draw nearer
to God, in prayer, in the way we make changes to our life, in things we stop doing
and those that we start.
There’s plenty on offer this Lent in the parish and beyond. The pew sheet will provide a Lenten programme for Christians who care about the environment; the 10am
Wednesday service will consider and ponder anew that all too familiar Lord’s prayer; and we shall invite you to Afternoon Tea in Lent each Sunday afternoon from
3.30 to 5pm. The leader of the session, the subject and the location will vary, but
Wayne Stewart is kicking off the series on 5 March at St Barnabas 3.30pm. More
details very soon
Go well this week, and remember to talk to your parish councillor.
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Last Sunday after the Epiphany

A time of turning around – Jan Sutch Pikard
Truly dust we are, and to dust we shall return;
and truly yours we are, and to you we shall return.
Help this to be a time of turning round and beginning again.
Through the forty days of Lent, help us to follow you
And to find you: in the discipline of praying
and in the drudgery of caring in whatever we deny ourselves,
and whatever we set ourselves to learn or do.
Help us to discover you
in our loneliness and in community,
in our emptiness and our fulfilment,
in our sadness and our laughter.
Help us to find you when we ourselves are lost.
Help us to follow you on the journey to Jerusalem
To the waving palms of the people’s hope,
To their rejection, to the cross and empty tomb.
Help us to perceive new growth amid the ashes of the old.
Help us, carrying your cross, to be signs of your Kingdom. Amen
May God bless you and those for whom you pray!

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula

Rev’d Elizabeth

Please note: Mater ial for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-

Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Monday - Saturday 9:15 am
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s

Our Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ..

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401/0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
Mrs Jan Long
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Next Week’s Readings

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-21
Matthew 4:1-11

A Continuing Prayer For The Parish
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen

Known Happy Birthdays: Pam Tr uin 4th
Known Happy Anniversaries: None
Ash Wednesday: 10 am St Bar nabas’; 7 pm St Mark’s
A late request, but it would be appreciated if you re able to get your Palm Crosses
to Rev’d Elizabeth for ashing.
Geelong Refugee Assistance Program ( G-RAP): Ther e is cur r ently an excess of donated clothing for distribution. Only men’s However, shirts and teenage (trendy) items are needed. All goods need to be clean and labelled as per size
etc. Linen and kitchen items can still be donated. Please contact Jill Giddings.
0423 218 922 for further information.
Q4 Convention: Monday Febr uary 27th @ the Manningham Club, Bulleen
Your retirement could be vastly more fulfilling, interesting and exciting than you
realise!
Further information –
see flier in each centre last weeks Pew sheet or speak to Rev’d Elizabeth.
Special parish sign up offer! Fir st 4 will be subsidised and only pay $60 i.e. half
the cost of registration.

Welcome to our services today - the last Sunday after the
Epiphany. We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and
fellowship.
For your diary:
Monday February 27th
Wednesday March 1st
Friday March 3rd
Saturday March 4th
Sunday March 5th
Tuesday March 7th

Q4 Convention (details below)
Ash Wednesday (details below)
World Day of Prayer @ St Mark’s, 10 am
Child Safe Standards Seminar (details below)
Lenten study (refer Rev’d Elizabeth’s reflection)
Parish Council workshop with Archdeacon Crombie

Parish Vision and Direction: The Par ish Council would like par ishioner s to talk
to one of the council members about their concerns/aspirations for the parish so that
they have information for when they meet with Archdeacon Crombie for a workshop
on the Vision and direction of the Parish. (See Vicar’s vibe, Pew Sheet February 12th).
Ideas to consider include: your concerns for the parish; your likes/dislikes; your
dreams for the parish; what you value in the parish; what the parish does well or otherwise.
Child Safe Standards Seminars:
Where and When? Saturday morning, 9.30 am to 12 noon
St Mark’s Forest Hill 25 February
St Paul’s Geelong 4 March
Brimbank Anglican Parish 18 March
St Luke’s Frankston 25 March
Why and What to expect!
From the beginning of January 2017 all parishes must be compliant with the Child
Safe Standards mandated under Victorian legislation. These Saturday morning seminars are being held at the request of the Registrar to help parishes understand what the
Child Safe Standards require churches to do. We will discuss the tools available to
guide your parish through a simple self-audit process to identify where you already
comply and what you still need to do as you work towards full compliance.
There will be an opportunity to share what has worked well in your parish, and to see
sample policies and statements of commitment other parishes have produced.
As part of ensuring that Bellarine Gateway parish provides a welcoming AND safe
place for children, I would encourage all members of Parish Council, and all who are
involved in ministry to others in this parish, to attend. We and our community need to
be confident that we are committed to provide a safe place for families to worship God.
Please let Elizabeth know which seminar you intend to attend, so that we can RSVP to
the organisers.
Prayers for Healing: After discussion with Rev’d Elizabeth, it has been decided to
make this available for parishioners. If you have loved ones for whom you would like
prayers, let Alf know, but only after getting permission from the person involved.

Bellarine Gateway Anglican Parish
Key Service Dates 2017
Date

Theme

Time

Location

April 9

Palm Sunday

08.00 am

St M

April 13

Maundy Thursday

07.00 pm

St B

April 14

Good Friday

09:30 am

St B

April 15

Night Watch

08.00 pm

St P

April 16

Easter Celebration

09:30 am

St M

April 26

ANZAC & St Mark

10:00 am

St M

June 4

Pentecost – Red Breakfast

08.00 am

St P

July 30

5th Sunday

09:30 am

St M

Oct. 1

St Francis; Blessing of the Pets

09:30 am

St M

Nov. 26

Christ the King (Annual Meeting)

09:30 am

St B

Dec. 17

Carol Service

08.30 pm

St M

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Family Service

07.00 pm

St M

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Mid-night Mass

11:30 pm

St M

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Mid-night Mass

11.30 pm

St P

Dec. 25

Christmas Day

09.30 am

St M

Dec. 25

Christmas Day

09:30 am

St B

Notes:
* Palm Sunday:
Ecumenical service and walk from St Paul’s to St Albans UC 10 am
* Maundy Thursday: St Albans UC invited to join us
* Pentecost: 7 pm Ecumenical Service at St Albans UC

World day of Prayer
St Mark’s, Friday March 3rd @ 10 am. This year’s service has
been prepared by the women of the Philippines. The theme is ‘Am
I being unfair to you?’ Morning tea will follow. Parishioners attending, would you kindly bring a plate of morning tea to share.

The painting is titled A Glimpse of the Philippine Situation. It is
well worth taking time to examine and ponder. It is very busy but
as you look at it closely a story emerges. To know what the story
is, come along to World Day of Prayer Service next Friday, or wait
for nest Sunday’s Pew Sheet.

