Week 1: Environmental Challenge — Reducing Waste and Pollution

Every city has a problem with what to do with all its waste. Landfill mountains have
risen like monuments to our waste-making societies. Sure, there are yellow bins and red
bins and green bins, but we make more waste faster than we can meaningfully recycle it.
We have choices. We are responsible for the amount of waste we create AND the way
we dispose of it.

What will your challenges be this week?

Compost your garden and kitchen waste.

Don’t flush non-biodegradable items away, even if they say they are flushable.
Buy recycled products.

Don’t buy anything with more than one wrapping.

Take part in Clean Up Australia Day 5 March

Repair products when possible.

e  Userecycled bin liners, or don’t use any and wash out the rubbish container.

e  Use solar hot water, and passive heating/cooling methods.

Refresh yourself and reflect

The Rich Young Ruler John Polhill
A rich young man asked Jesus: “Good teacher, what must I do to save the world?”
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good except God alone. You
know what the sustainability manual says: Do not waste water or energy, shop thought-
fully and use the recycling facilities.”
The man replied: “Ever since I was young, I have lived in this way.”
When Jesus heard this, he said to him: ‘There is still one more thing that you must do —
live so that nothing you do depletes the Earth’s resources or does permanent damage to
its habitat.” But when the man heard this, he became sad because he had a comfortable
life.
Jesus saw that he was sad and said: ‘It is easier for a waste collection truck to enter the
drive of a public housing unit, than for a rich man to live sustainably.”

Inform Yourself

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/resource-centre/results
http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.vic.gov.au/

https://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/waste/minimisation/reduce_reuse recycle.html

The Grapevine:it is proposed to produce an edition of The Grapevine with an East-
er theme. If you have an article you would like to be considered for publication, please
let Alf have it by March 19th (preferably earlier).

Prayers for Healing: After discussion with Rev’d Elizabeth, it has been decided to
make this available for parishioners. If you have loved ones for whom you would like
prayers, let Alf know, but only after getting permission from the person involved.

Please note: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-
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Service Times

Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’

Wednesday - 10:00 am
Ist & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
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Our Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ..




MINISTRY TEAM

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401/0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church

Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry

0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry
www.bgap.church

Mrs Jan Long
Parish web-site:

Tod®myReadi ngs Next WeR&adi ng
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 32 Psalm 121
Romans 5:12-21 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Matthew 4:1-11 John 3:1-17

A Continuing Prayer For The Parish
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen

Known Happy Birthdays: None
Known Happy Anniversaries: None

World Day of Prayer: About 40 people attended the service at St Mark’s on Friday.
There were worshippers from Lumen Christi, Uniting Church, BGAP and friends. A sin-
cere ‘Thank you’ to the organisers and to parishioners who provided a delicious morning
tea. Guest speaker Esther Watson was born in the Philippines. She spoke from the heart
when talking about the difficult times she and her six siblings lived under, how a Swiss
Christian missionary had encouraged her seven month pregnant mother to change to a
less demanding job and the warm welcome she received from the Geelong Hospital ma-
tron when she began her nursing career in her early 20s. Esther is still nursing, has not
returned to live in the Philippines but has helped her family to live under much better
conditions.

Did you work out a story for the World Day of Prayer painting? This is the artist’s story.

In the middle is a woman wearing a typical Philippines skirt and blouse. She carries a set
of scales that are weighted towards the right side of the picture. On this side are colourful
portrayals of beaches, lush vegetation and blue seas with plentiful fish. A woman is sit-
ting outside a traditional home with a basket full of foods; a man works the fields; others
(Continued opposite page)
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We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and
enriching. Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/
coffee, biscuit and fellowship.

For your diary:

Sunday March 5th Lenten study (refer Rev’d Elizabeth’s reflection)
Tuesday March 7th Parish Council workshop with Archdeacon Crombie
Wednesday March 8th  Parish Council meeting @ St Mark’s, 7.30 pm

Last chance: This week-end is the last opportunity for parishioners to talk to one of the
council members about their concerns/aspirations for the parish so that council members
have information for when they meet with Archdeacon Crombie for a workshop on the
Vision and Direction of the Parish. Ideas to consider include: your concerns for the
parish; your likes/dislikes; your dreams for the parish; what you value in the parish; what
the parish does well or otherwise.

Geelong ACCESS Ministries Chaplaincy Support Group: An invitation is extended
to attend our Annual Meeting on Thursday 16™ March at St Matthew's Anglican Church,
230 McKillop St, East Geelong, commencing at 7pm. In addition to reports from our
chaplains, our special guest speaker will be Ms Liana Buchanan, the Principal Commis-
sioner with the Victorian Commission for Children and Young People. This Commission
is responsible for oversight of the implementation of the Child Safe Standards in both
Government and non-government Victorian organisations; this includes the Safe Church-
es policy that all congregations should be now implementing. Commissioner Buchanan's
reflections on the implementation of the Standards in organisations should be enlight-
ening. Queries: Barry White A400797737

Dead panthas: The flowers on the agapanthus at St Mark's and St Barnabas' have
died. It would be appreciated if some parishioners could find some time to dead-head the
plants before they set seed and spread. Please cut the stalks close to the base. Stalks left
long dry out and become dangerous spikes. Please leave the spent flowers in heaps for
somebody with a trailer to pick them up.

Parish Council meets this Wednesday. If anyone has any matters they wish Council
to consider, please speak to a council member.

(From opposite page)

are fishing. On the left side, by contrast, high-rise buildings and a crane working, a rail-
way and tunnel, smoke and dust are painted in greys, browns and dull yellow. A child is
sitting in what looks like a huge pile of rubbish. A ragged woman holds a baby and the
fish beside her is nothing but bones. The central woman covers the eye on this side, per-
haps so she doesn't see what is on her right? Is this a picture of God's teeming abundance
to us being challenged by poverty, waste and unfairness?




