
Eastertide - A moment of gratitude. 
 

So, the big Easter weekend is over and before we could blink, all traces of 
eggs and hot cross buns have been stripped from the shops. I found that hard to 
deal with this year, for there they were – hot cross buns and chocolate eggs 
inappropriately tantalizing me from Boxing Day in my local supermarket. Fi-
nally, I had a chance to enjoy them, and they were gone! To be honest, I think I 
had my fair share over the weekend, but it would have been nice to eat Easter 
food during Easter week, for goodness sake! 

These next few weeks are our chance to catch our breath and celebrate East-
er. To say to ourselves, and to say out loud the most remarkable news – Christ 
is Risen! Risen, risen from the dead!! Alleluia indeed! 

We as a parish put a large amount of effort into our efforts to create a mean-
ingful journey through Easter, providing spaces for reflection, storytelling, joy 
and community, when the required skills seem closer to those required for 
events management than anything else. But perhaps that realisation is part of 
our joint understanding of loving service in our parish to the glory of God. So 
many people served over Lent and Easter this year to create opportunities for 
us all to experience God, to be confronted by God, and to be comforted by God 
over these past six weeks. Thank you to you all. 

Thank you to those who joined in the alternative ecumenical Lenten after-
noon teas and expanded your community. Thank you to those nimble folks 
who kept up with the changing colours and “interior decorations” in the 
churches. Thank you to those who played and sang music. Thank you to those 
who read, prayed, spoke and served in our worship. Thank you to those who 
visited and prayed with our housebound parishioners. Thank you to those who 
ministered on Sundays and during the week. Thank you to the encouragers, 
and the smilers. Thank you to our Lord God Jesus Christ, whose gift to us all 
of love and forgiveness makes it all worthwhile. 

 

God bless you and those for whom you pray. 

       Elizabeth 
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Service Times 
 

Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am 
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ 

 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’ 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s 

5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s 
 

Parish Identity 
 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 

Pew Sheet: Mater ial for  inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-

Key Service Dates Calendar:  
Some errors have been identified in the published calendar. Please make the fol-
lowing corrections i.e. if you know where it is. 
* Red Breakfast will be at St Mark’s on June 4th  
* Ecumenical Service at St Alban’s is at 10 am 
* July 30th is a Combined Service at St Paul’s 
(A revised calendar will be publishment in the near future.) 



MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401/0404 165 096 
    Email: vicar@bgap.church 
 

Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com    
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 11-18 
1 Peter 1:13-25  
 Luke 24:13-35 or Matthew 28:8-15a 

Today’s Readings 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:1-12 
John 20:19-31 

 Welcome to our services today We hope you find your time 
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after 
the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship. 

Attention chocoholics: Whittington-Newcomb Ladies Fellowship 
invite you to afternoon tea at Moorabool Valley Chocolates on 
Wednesday April 26th. Meet at the venue at 1.30 pm. MV Choco-
lates are located on Ballarat Road, LHS just after crossing over the 
ring road and before El Dorado Caravan Park. 
Any queries, contact Marlene 5243 8439 
 

HELP! 
As part of our commitment to welcome families to our parish, we need a Busy 

Bag co-ordinator for each church. Each calico shopping bag 
will contain a book, some crayons, a soft toy for a small child 
and a kids’ pew sheet. The role of the co-ordinator is to make 
sure that the bags are available, that they are clean and usable, 
and that they contain the most recent kids’ pew sheet, which 
connects with the lectionary readings for that week. 
I am happy to supply the bags, crayons and a set of copied 
kids’ pew sheets to get us started.  
Does anyone have appropriate soft toys or kid’s books, possi-

bly ex-Sunday School, that could be donate    

 Elizabeth 
 

Parish Council Report: Par ish Council met last Wednesday at St Mark’s. 
* Two windows have recently been broken at St Barnabas’ (one behind a security 
screen). Two solar powered sensor lights will be installed hopefully to deter fur-
ther damage. 
* A review and up-date of the Op Shop constitutions is to be carried out by the 
wardens. 
* The heater in St Barnabas’ Hall will be repaired if possible, otherwise a new one 
installed. 
* Planning for Pentecost (Red Breakfast) and other services was commenced. 
* The importance of prayer for the Parish Consultation was discussed. 

For your diary: 
Wednesday April 26th Ladies Fellowship afternoon tea (details below) 
Saturday June 3rd Men’s Breakfast (details later) 
Wednesday May 24th Australia's Biggest M/Tea Leopold UC (details later) 
Sunday June 18th Parish Consultation - more details later 

Parish Prayer 
óLord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Known Happy Birthdays: Jada Archdall 29th 
Known Happy Anniversaries: None 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for  the healing of body, mind and spir it 
of the following people who are on our hearts: Cassie & family, Heather R 
and Bob 
(We want this list to be current and we need to know how your loved ones are faring. If you 
have loved ones for whom you would like prayers, let Alf know, but only after getting permis-
sion from the person involved.) 
 

The Leprosy Mission: Fr iends of TLM invite par ishioners to an after -
noon tea, this afternoon at 2.30 pm, with Heather and Trevor Smith at Waurn 
Ponds Community Church, Colac Road, Waurn Ponds. Heather and Trevor who 
will discuss ‘Thailand – a current perspective’. 
 

Parish Consultation: Please remember  in your  prayers the Par ish Consulta-
tion, that we will be able listen to reasoned discussion with open hearts and 
minds, and discern the future structure of the parish such that it will bring glory 
to God and be a beacon of light and hope to the community. 
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