Elizabeth’s thoughts:
Psalm 148 has been very much on my mind this last week. Particularly these verses .....
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.
I am so grateful for a God who is rich in mercy and slow to anger, but I have doubts
whether our society is as generous. Last weekend, our ministry team attended the Diocese Professional Standards training, where we learnt about the parish's, the lay leaders' and the clergy's responsibilities in light of the Royal Commission into the sexual
abuse of children within Australian institutions. The responsibilities are many, ranging
from the promotion of culture change within all churches to ensure a safe and welcoming place for people of all ages and backgrounds, to the requirement of the parish leadership volunteers to apply for the free working with children check card (WWC).
Here's where my sleepless nights this week began. It is the Vicar's legal responsibility
to be able to show records of all the WWC cards held by volunteers and to demonstrate
that I have checked very regularly that the cards are still valid and up to date. To aid
me in this, I would ask that you go onto the Working with Children check site and do
two things. Make sure your address is up to date and also ensured that you have listed
BOTH the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne and this parish in your list of places where
you volunteer. The more of us that are signed up, the better!
If access to a PC or the website is a challenge, talk to Wayne or me after a service, and
we may be able to at least get you onto the site.
I also went to a training day during the week and was given further cause for worry
regarding the legal ramifications of falling behind on risk assessments reports, financial statements and child safe legislation, to list three out of almost a dozen bodies requiring our compliance. I am convinced that we as a parish already act in love to our
people and to our neighbours, so we just need to prove that is true through all the correct forms. Some we are on top of and others less so.
I am praying that a parishioner who is good at administration could work with me on
this, for given the choice between this or creating beautiful worship, or forming strong
relations within and without the parish, I am afraid that I know what I would default to.
So we have a God who is rich in mercy and slow to anger, but as part of society, we
need to face up to all of our responsibilities that in turn will reflect our love for each
other.
Please pray for your Parish Council and Leadership team, as they will need your prayers!
Elizabeth
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Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Monday - Saturday 9:15 am
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.

Pew Sheet: Mater ial for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401/0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
Mrs Jan Long
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:1-10
John 10:1-10

Next Week’s Readings

Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 17-18
1 Peter 2:11-25
John 14:1-14

Welcome to our services today We hope you find your time
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after
the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.
For your diary:
Sunday May 7th
Wednesday May 10th
Wednesday May 10th
Wednesday May 24th
Saturday June 3rd
Sunday June 18th

Six steps … study @ St Mark’s 7 pm
Six steps … study @ St Mark’s after 10 am HC
Parish Council meeting, 11.45 am @ St Mark’s
Aust. Biggest M/Tea L’pold UC (details below & NB)
Men’s Breakfast
Parish Consultation - more details later

Welcome: We welcome Rev’d Sharon Valentino to our parish. She will be presiding
at the 8am and 10am services at St Mark’s today and again next Sunday at St Paul’s
and St Barnabas’.

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

Red Poppies: A sincere ‘Thank you’ to the many knitters who made red poppies for
the dedication of the Leopold War Memorial. More than the required number were
made. It wasn’t widely known, but only 164 were required – one for each person who
enlisted for WW1 from the Leopold District. Again, thank you very much for your
enthusiasm and commitment.

Known Happy Birthdays: Faye Sanderson 12th, Eril Holmes 13th
Known Happy Anniversaries: Carleen & Des Hutchings10th

History buffs: It is intended to r etell the histor y of this par ish as par t of our pr eparation for the June 18th Parish Consultation. We are requesting thoughts or items that
could be used for this project. There will be more details and guidelines, to whom it
should be given and timeline in next week’s Pew Sheet.
Six Steps to Loving your Church: For many people, chur ch is an event you attend, and at which you’re almost a spectator or perhaps a consumer even, hoping to
receive some sort of entertainment or benefit or inspiration. Or would you rather think
of church as more like a gathering of friends all working together in a common cause?
The new study Six Steps to Loving your Church started last week. It’s not too late to
start this Sunday at 7 pm in the Moller Room or next Wednesday after 10 am HC at St
Mark’s.
Australia's Biggest Morning Tea: Kathleen Cummings (ABMT Or ganiser ) has
invited members of Bellarine Gateway Parish to join her to celebrate Australia's Biggest Morning Tea to be held on Wednesday 24th May 2017 at Leopold Uniting Church
- see flyer on notice board
She looks forward to sharing this occasion with friends and enjoying morning tea together.
Parish Council meets this Wednesday. If you have any matter s you wish to be
discussed by Council, please speak to a Council member.

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)

Prayers for Healing: Please pr ay for the healing of body, mind and
spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Cassie & family,
Heather R and Bob
(We want this list to be current and we need to know how your loved ones are faring. If
you have loved ones for whom you would like prayers, let Alf know, but only after getting
permission from the person involved.)

Bible Reflection:J esus tells us that sheep follow the shepher d’s voice,
and the shepherd knows all the sheep by name. Whose voice do we follow – is it
Christ’s, or does the voice belong to someone else? Are we deceiving
ourselves that we are following the great Shepherd of the sheep when,
in fact, we are following a voice that will lead us away from the God
of grace?
** Pray for those who have answered God’s call faithfully, living out
their lives vocationally and sacrificially.
Mission, 2017)

(Reflection written for ABM Sydney Committee © Anglican Board of

