
From Rev’d Elizabeth’s desk: 
 
Last Sunday, some of our parishioners gathered together to share 
stories and the history of our parish.  It was a lovely afternoon, with 
a chance to celebrate gatherings, picnics and working bees, and an 

opportunity to remember faithful members of our parish who have since died. 
There were so many stories. We have selected a few to be included in the 
presentation material to be displayed in our churches, as we prepare for our 
Vision and Directions meeting on 18th June. 

One aspect that struck me over and over was the hard work and sheer de-
termination that God's word and sacrament would be celebrated in this corner 
of the world.  

In the 1880s, St Mark's was faced with closure due to the structural prob-
lems inherent in a blue stone building sited on reactive clay soils. The parish-
ioners of the time lugged cart after cart of shells and pebbles from the beach to 
create paths through the boggy clay quagmire so that there was access to the 
repaired church. 

The women in the St Paul's Ladies Guild fundraised and campaigned in the 
1950s to prove to the Diocese that there was a strong and immoveable desire to 
reopen St Paul's as an Anglican church. This required the Russian Orthodox 
worshippers to vacate the building, and for the various fixtures and fittings to 
be returned from the long term loan at St Phillip's church in Thompson. (St 
Phillip's itself was built from the relocated St Paul's Sunday school.) 

In the 1960s, St Barnabas' started out as an old army hut and through years 
of effort and fundraising, the parishioners worked together  (with the assistance 
of a builder) to create St Barnabas’ as we now know it.  

Opening our minds to understand God's word was Christ's parting gift to 
the disciples and to us. We, as Christ's body here in Leopold, Newcomb and 
Whittington, can take strength from our predecessors, and know that we will 
have the strength to face the challenges that will be presented following our 
parish meeting. For nothing will be the same after it. Whether we discern a 
commitment to remain together, to part ways, or to consolidate some of our 
centres, be confident that "business as usual" is not an option.  

So please ensure you are present to be part of that discernment on Sunday 
18th June at St Barnabas’. 
 

God bless you and those for whom you pray.  

       Elizabeth. 
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Service Times 
 

Normal Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am 
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ 

 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’ 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s 

5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s 
 

Parish Identity 
 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 

Pew Sheet: Mater ial for  inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-



MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401/0404 165 096 
    Email: vicar@bgap.church 
 

Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com    
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:26-36 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-52 

Today’s Readings 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 5 
John 17:1-11 

Welcome to our services today We hope you find your time 

worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the 

service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship. 

Red Breakfast: Have you signed up yet? If not, please do it 

today. If you miss signing up, still come along for brekkie at 

St Mark’s next Sunday @ 8.30 am. 

 Don’t forget to wear something red.  
 

Ecumenical Pentecost Meal: Sunday June 4th @ St Al-
bans UC 7 pm Come along for an evening of fellowship, fire and worship. 
We have been asked to organise soup and something sweet. Please let Rev’d 
Elizabeth know if you can come/cook. 
 

Special Meeting (Parish Consultation): June 18th @ St Barnabas follow-
ing a Combined Service commencing at 9.30 am. Is this date in your diary? It 

is important for the future of the parish that as many parishioners as is possible are 
present at this meeting to discern the structure and identity of BGAP. See N/B for more 
detail. The following information is being prepared for parishioners prior to the meet-
ing: brief history timeline; financial/attendance statistics; known maintenance issues 
and costings. 
 

Thank you: Thank You to all who joined in to celebrate Australia's Biggest 
Morning Tea on 24 May 2017  I am pleased to report $1,161.00 has been sent to Can-
cer Council Victoria. (Message from Kathleen Cummings, Organiser ABMT @ Leo-
pold UC) 
 

A recent edition of the RACV RoayalAuto magazine had a photo of a vintage car. On 
the tail fin of the car was this message:: 

  Laugh more—live longer 
  Love God—live forever. 

For your diary: 
Sunday May 28th  Six steps … study @ St Mark’s 7  pm 
Wednesday May 31st Six steps … study @ St Paul’s after 10 am HC 
Thursday June 1st  Heaven Cent Committee meeting 2 pm 
Friday June 2nd   Pearly Gates Committee meeting 8.30 am 
Saturday June 3rd Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday June 4th  Pentecost, Red Breakfast 8.30, Combined Service 9.30 
Sunday June 4th   Pentecost Meal @ St Albans UC 7 pm (details below) 
June 18th  Special Meeting (Parish Consultation ) See N/B & below 
July   Rev’d Elizabeth on leave 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
Known Happy Birthdays: None 
Known Happy Anniversaries: None 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for  the healing of body, mind and spir it of the 
following people who are on our hearts: Enid Hughes, Cassie & family, Heather R 
and Bob 
(We want this list to be current and we need to know how your loved ones are faring. If you have loved 
ones for whom you would like prayers, let Alf know, but only after getting permission from the person 
involved.) 
 

Gwen Phillipson’s birthday: Instead of gifts for  herself on her  special day, Gwen 
asked friends to contribute food for the needy. Several well loaded 
baskets were given. These have been passed onto the Food Bank for 
distribution. Thank you Gwen for this example of Christian generosi-
ty. 
 
Men’s Breakfast: The next Men’s Breakfast is on Saturday June 3rd, 
Leopold Uniting Church at 7.30 am. We will be privileged to view the 

premiere of ‘Antarctica – Up Close and Personal’, filmed on location and produced by 

Des Graham. Donation $3 - All welcome - Any queries, contact Alf 5250 2082. 


