
From Wayne’s desk: 
 

Yesterday (July 22nd) was the feast day of Mary Magdalene, 
hence the theme of today’s reflection. 

 

 Why Are You Weeping? 
 

Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” (John 20:13) 
 

Mary Magdalene could vividly remember the day Jesus delivered her 
from her demonic bondage. She became His devoted follower that day 
(Luke 8:2). She watched Him heal the sick and teach people about God’s 
love. Her life was transformed as she experienced the joy of being with 
Jesus. 

 

Then her world seemed to fall apart! Her Lord was arrested and brutal-
ly murdered. The crowds that had shouted “Hosanna!” at the beginning of 
the week cried “Crucify him!” by week’s end. A final blow came when 
she went to anoint Jesus’ body at the tomb. She saw that His tomb was 
empty. Someone had apparently stolen His body. As she sobbed in des-
pair, angels asked the poignant question, “Why are you weeping?” She 
was standing before an empty tomb! Jesus had risen, just as He had prom-
ised! Knowing that Jesus was alive put everything back into perspective, 
and Mary joyfully raced to share the good news with others. 

 

The Christian life is not always easy. There are joyful moments of 
walking with Jesus, but there are also times when nothing makes sense 
and when your world seems to be crumbling. The world will mock your 
Lord, and you may grow discouraged. At those times, you need to peer 
into the empty tomb. It is the abandoned tomb that gives you hope, for it 
symbolizes the life that is yours from your risen Lord. The empty tomb 
promises that nothing, not even death itself, can defeat the purposes of 
your Lord.  

 

Are you weeping beside an empty tomb? 
 

   From: Experiencing God Day-by-Day 
   Henry T. Blackaby and Richard Blackaby 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula 
 

Welcome 
to 

Worship in Our Parish 

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

July 23rd 2017 
 

Service Times 
 

Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am 
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ 

 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’ 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s 

5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s 
 

Parish Identity 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ. 

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.. 



MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave 
 

Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com    
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 
 

 
 Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm 105:1-11 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:44-58  

Today’s Readings 
Genesis 28:10-19a 
Psalm 139:1-11, 23-24 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, [31-33], 36-43 

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time 

worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the 

service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship. 

Choral Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral -  Tuesday 25th @ 5.20 pm: 
Meet at South Geelong Station at 2.30 pm to catch the 2.42 pm train to 
Melbourne. We will have dinner after the service. Prayers will be said for 
Elizabeth and the parish. Any queries, contact Marlene on 0418 369 351  

 

Newcomb-Whittington Evening Fellowship: Our next outing is 
on Wednesday 26th to the Wool Museum to view the Scarf exhi-
bition and enjoy afternoon tea. Meet at the Museum at 1.30 pm. 
Any queries, contact Marlene 0418 369 351  
 

Combined Service: The Combined Service scheduled for July 
30th has been cancelled. Services will be as usual on that day. 
 

Kokoda Youth Program: Trivia Night: Friday 28th, 7.30 pm @ Leopold Sportsmans 
Club (Function Room); Tables of up to 8; $20 per person; auctions, competitions, raf-
fles, lucky prizes & more; BYO nibbles – tea/coffee provided; drinks at Club prices. 
Contact Ken Flavell 0414 372 401 or 5250 2134. Can BGAP get a table together 
and give the Uniting Church some good competition?  Yes, we can!!! 
 

Toys & Chopping boards: all proceeds go to parish fund raising.  
  For further information, contact Bob Smith on 5248 8861 
 

Note:  
For any pastoral matters during Rev’d Elizabeth’s absence, contact Father Jim. 
For non-pastoral matters, contact a churchwarden or Parish Council member. 

 ……………………………………………... 
(From opposite page) 
* A written report be prepared from these meetings and the reports be circulated to 
parishioners; 
* A parish meeting (with an independent chairperson) be held where these reports can 
be discussed in an open forum. 

(The format and timing of these meetings is yet to be determined. Parishioners 
will be kept informed.) 

For your diary: 
Tuesday 25th  Evensong @ St Paul’s Cathedral (details below) 
Wednesday 26th  N-W Evening F/ship, Wool Museum @1.30 (details below) 
Friday 28th  Kokoda Youth Program fund raiser (details below) 
July 3rd to 26th  Rev’d Elizabeth on leave 
Saturday August 5th Men’s Breakfast Leopold U.C. 7.30 am 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Known Happy Birthdays: Wayne Stewart 26th, Michelle Archdall 28th 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the follow-
ing people who are on our hearts: Pam, Meryl, Barb, Barbara, Enid Hughes, Cassie & 
family, 
 

Parish Council Report: 
After the Parish Consultation meeting on June 18th, members of Parish Council (P/C) 
who were able to met with Bishop Huggins and Archdeacon Hicks. At the P/C meeting 
on Wednesday July 12th, considerable time was spent discussing issues arising from those 
meetings and how best to move forward. It was noted that: 
* Many were disappointed with the outcome of the consultation and there are still unre-
solved issues; 
* Archdeacons Crombie and Hicks both said the conversation must continue; 
* Bishop Huggins asked that P/C begin to plan for ways that we can maintain and keep 
open all three centres in this parish. 
It was resolved that: 
*Each centre hold separate meetings to discuss how best to move the parish forward, i.e. 
to identify priorities and plans for the respective centres and for the parish as a whole, 
taking into consideration financial constraints;  (Continued opposite) 


