Rev’d Elizabeth’s reflection:
The thing about travel, that many of us recognise, is that as exciting as it is to go away, it is always good to come home again.
Likewise, it is good to come home to the parish after my trip away. I am
very grateful to Father Jim, to Wayne and to Bishop Peter for their support in my absence.
It was an interesting trip in which moments for reflection and rest were
built into an otherwise frenetic timetable. Time to ponder, time to see God
in ordinary life, time to find the treasures, time to recognise God in our
day to day interactions.

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula

Apart from visiting seven cities in ten days, I also spent six wonderful
days as a guest of the Iona Community. Being a guest there means sharing
in community life, in worship and in daily chores. The Iona Community
sees the whole of life as worship, so at the end of Morning Prayer, no
amen is said, but instead chores and daily life are considered as just a different aspect of our worship of God. Why not try it? Try offering your
whole day to God, both the good fun bits, and the boring frustrating parts
of each day. If they are all offered to God, how might this change the less
exciting parts of your day? Do you think that there might be buried treasure to find there? I think there might be.

to

Whilst on the Island, I took part in a programme considering how we live
through change within our church communities, and it was very helpful in
understanding our own parish story.
I feel very hopeful as we continue to work through our own changes,
keeping God’s instruction to love God and our neighbour at the forefront
of our mind, that we can find a way to express ourselves as a fruitful part
of the Body of Christ. That we can identify our strengths, find joy in
working together for God’s glory, whilst support each other in our weaknesses.
Go well, and God bless you and those for whom you pray.

Elizabeth

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening..

Welcome
Worship in Our Parish
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 30th 2017
Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
Mrs Jan Long
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:44-58

Next Week’s Readings

Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 16
Romans 9:1-8
Matthew 14:13-21

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: None

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)
Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Pam, Meryl, Barb, Barbara, Enid Hughes, Cassie &
family,

All Saints Winter Ceilidh: An evening of dance with David South & his Celtic
band & caller; Friday 11th August, 6.00-9.30;
BYO supper to share, drinks and dancing shoes; Tickets: $15 adult/$10 concession / $5 child under 12; Tickets at the door of before; Enquiries 5223 1118
Kokoda Youth Program Trivia Night: The BGAP team came third with 90
points. The winning team got 92. The Uniting Church team came somewhere
behind us.
More Trivia: The Quota Club of Geelong is holding a Trivia Night on August
26th , 7.30 pm, in the Masonic Hall, Belmont to raise funds for the Lighthouse
Foundation which supports people who have suffered abuse in the Catholic
Church. Tickets @ $16 and further information from Hilary.

Welcome

to our services today. We hope you find your time
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the
service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.

For your diary:

Saturday August 5th
Wednesday August 9th

Men’s Breakfast Leopold U.C. 7.30 am
Parish Council @ St Mark’s, 11.45 am

Welcome: Welcome home, Elizabeth, to Geelong and BGAP. It is
hoped you had an enjoyable and refreshing time during your leave.
Men’s Breakfast: The next Men’s Breakfast is on Saturday August 5th, Leopold Uniting Church at 7.30 am. The speaker is Dennis Mitchell – ‘38 Years a Lion’ Donation $3 – All welcome –
Any queries, contact Alf 5250 2082
G-RAP Gathering Place
G-RAP is beginning a Gathering Place in Term 4 2017, for a 3 month trial.
We will meet at St Andrew’s, Corio, every Tuesday from 10am-2pm, serving
light refreshments.
Purpose: To provide a welcoming place for refugee and asylum seeker women to come to find company, friendship and guidance, to help them feel less
isolated and lonely and to learn the basic skills for living day to day in Australia.
Would you like to help? We are looking for women with a heart for refugees
and asylum seekers to:
Warmly welcome women from other cultures to Australian life; Help them
feel at home, find their place and make their way in our culture; Offer friendship; Assist and encourage conversation in English; Provide guidance in access
to and the use of and utilities, shopping, health services; Help them overcome
their fears.
We would not expect volunteers to be available every week, but rather to
choose how often they would like to volunteer on a roster.
Please respond by email to Hilary at hoever@iinet.net.au if you would like to
be part of this ministry, including your contact details and how often you
would like to volunteer, as well as any times/dates you are not available.
Please contact Meredith Kennedy (who will be heading up this ministry) Ph:
0408 127 551 or Hilary Ph: 0418 554 380 if you would like to know more.

