
Reflection for Transfiguration: 
 

Whilst attending the recent Iona course on accepting and living with 
change, a curious thing happened to me. I was sitting in on a bench in a 
ruined nunnery; it was an ideal spot, warm, gently sunny, no breeze and 
surrounded with wild flowers. I took out my knitting and whilst my fin-
gers were busy, I began to pray. To thank God for this most perfect mo-
ment. Very shortly afterwards, a group of German tourists appeared on a 
nearby path, and began to take photos of the nunnery and of the peculiar 
knitting lady. One lady began calling to me about my knitting, but I didn’t 
understand her, so I smiled and kept going.  She and a translator made 
their way to me, and she explained that I was doing my knitting all 
WRONG! She then took my knitting and proceeded to demonstrate the 
RIGHT way to do it. Naturally, I tried to show her MY right way, but I 
did have a go, and have been trying to master the change in technique ever 
since. It takes concentration, but the different way has merit.  I think it 
will be faster and more efficient, in the end. 

 

Accepting change isn’t always easy, and very often, our first reaction is 
one of resistance. This moment truly felt like a moment of God teaching 
me how I needed to be open to change, not to resist, but to try, to practise 
and to eventually discover that it isn’t so tough. It certainly helps that our 
God has a sense of humour! 
 

How are you going in changing and accepting change in your life? 
 

Blessing and Wonder by Ruth Burgess 
 

The blessing of tears and laughter be ours. 
The company of friends and family be ours. 
The hope of budding trees and sunlight be ours. 
The wonder of the twinkling stars be ours. 
The promise of sunrise and healing be ours. 
Ours today and every day. - Let us go now, into life and love. 

 

 Go well, and God bless you and those for whom you pray. 
        

        Elizabeth 
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August 6th 2017 
 

Service Times 
 

Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

 
 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’ 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s 

5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s 
 

Parish Identity 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ. 

Pew Sheet: Material for  inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-



MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave 
 

Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com    
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 
 

 
 Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22 
Romans 10:4-15 
Matthew 14:22-36 

Today’s Readings 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 16 
Romans 9:1-8 
Matthew 14:13-21 

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time wor-

shipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the service 
for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship. 

Vale Joe Malone: The funeral for Joe Malone, who died on Wednesday, 
will be held on Thursday 10 August 10am in St Paul’s church (in which he was 
baptised), with morning tea in the hall. Our prayers are with Doreen, Kevin 
and their daughter Kelly. 
 

Wanted: Volunteers for  Pear ly Gates!! Are there any par ishioners – male 
or female – who may have a spare morning or afternoon and would be able to 
work in Pearly Gates Op Shop on a weekly, fortnightly, monthly or emergency 
basis? If so, or for more information, please contact Bonnie 5250 1333. 
 

All Saints Winter Ceilidh: An evening of dance with David South & his 
Celtic band & caller; Friday 11th August, 6.00-9.30; 
BYO supper to share, drinks and dancing shoes; Tickets: $15 adult/$10 con-
cession / $5 child under 12; Tickets at the door of before; Enquiries 5223 1118 
 

Quota Club Trivia Night: The Quota Club of Geelong is holding a Trivia 
Night on August 26th , 7.00 for 7.30 pm start, in the Masonic Hall, Regent 
Street, Belmont to raise funds for the Lighthouse Foundation which supports 
people who have suffered abuse in the Catholic Church. BYO drinks and nib-
bles, tea/coffee & slices provided  

Tickets @ $16 and further information from Hilary 0427 419 944 
 

Parish Council meets this Wednesday. If you have any matters you wish 
Council to consider, please speak to a member of Council. 
 

Chopping boards & Toys: Chopping boards (36x32 cm) @ $20 are now 
available in the Op Shops. All proceeds from sale of toys and chopping boards 
go to parish fund raising. For further information, contact Bob Smith 5248 
8861 

 

Known Happy Birthdays: Doreen Malone 7th 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pr ay for  the healing of body, mind and spir it 
of the following people who are on our hearts: Pam, Meryl, Barb, Bar-
bara, Enid Hughes, Cassie & family, 

For your diary: 
Wednesday August 9th Parish Council @ St Mark’s, 11.45 am 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

G-RAP Gathering Place 
G-RAP is beginning a Gathering Place in Term 4 2017, for a 3 month trial.  We will 

meet at St Andrew’s, Corio, every Tuesday from 10am-2pm, serving light refreshments. 
 

Purpose: To provide a welcoming place for  r efugee and asylum seeker  women to 
come to find company, friendship and guidance, to help them feel less isolated and lonely 
and to learn the basic skills for living day to day in Australia. 

 

Would you like to help? We are looking for women with a heart for refugees and asy-
lum seekers to: 

Warmly welcome women from other cultures to Australian life; Help them feel at 
home, find their place and make their way in our culture; Offer friendship; Assist and 
encourage conversation in English; Provide guidance in access to and the use of and utili-
ties, shopping, health services; Help them overcome their fears. 

 

We would not expect volunteers to be available every week, but rather to choose how 
often they would like to volunteer on a roster. 

 

Please respond by email to Hilary at hoever@iinet.net.au if you would like to be part 
of this ministry, including your contact details and how often you would like to volunteer, 
as well as any times/dates you are not available. 
      Please contact Meredith Kennedy (who will be heading up this ministry)  
 Ph: 0408 127 551 or Hilary Ph: 0418 554 380 if you would like to know more. 

mailto:hoever@iinet.net.au

