From Rev’d Elizabeth’s desk:
Challenging Boundaries. Between Insiders and Outsiders

Each week, I receive an email from an Irish gentleman, Padraig O Tua-
ma from the Corrymeela Community on the theme of “The Spirituality of Con-
flict”.

Sometimes what he says strikes a chord on how our weekly readings reflect
what is happening in the world. After a tiring week of reading and listening to
the divisive arguments in the USA regarding Nazis and Socialists, and closer
to home regarding the constant twisting and turning of the Same Sex Marriage
Survey combatants, I felt that Padraig’s wisdom was worth sharing. I hope you
find it helpful too.

Please keep God’s love at the forefront of your mind, and don’t let the News

steal away your joy in life.
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Challenge.

We like people who are like us. Life is easier and contains less conflict when
we avoid those whom we suspect do not share our opinions or outlook on life.
Meet a person with whom you would not normally associate, perhaps a beggar
on the street, or a person in your own congregation whom you would rather
avoid. Have a conversation. Reflect on that experience. Has your ‘view’ of that
person changed?

Think of a conflict and of how you regarded the other party at that time? Are
you willing to take the imaginative leap into their world as this Canaanite
woman entered the world of Jesus and his disciples?

Prayer.

Boundary breaking God,

You crossed unimaginable space to dwell among us.

Your love erased the limits of human love.

As we are held in your unconditional acceptance

May we be courageous and scandalously generous in our love for others
And so, however imperfectly, mirror your gift to us.

Amen.

May God continue to bless you and all those for whom you pray.
Elizabeth
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Service Times

Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb

Wednesday - 10:00 am
Ist & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
S5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s

Parish Identity
BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.




MINISTRY TEAM

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church

Father Jim Minchin - on leave

0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry

0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry
www.bgap.church

Mr Wayne Stewart
Mrs Wilma Farrell
Mrs Jan Long
Parish web-site:

Today’s Readings Next Week’s Readings
Genesis 45:1-15 Exodus 1:8 —2.10
Psalm 133 Psalm 124

Romans 11:13-32 [33-36]
Matthew 15:[10-20]; 21-28

Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Parish Prayer
Qord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: Des Hutchings 24th
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind
and spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Pam, Mer-
yl, Barb, Barbara S., Cassie & family,

Quota Club Trivia Night: Details in Pew Sheet August 13th
Tickets @ $16 and further information from Hilary 0427 419 944

Parish Council vacancy: If anybody is interested and able to fill
this position, please speak to Rev’d Elizabeth.

Parish Council report:

Parish Council met on Wednesday 9™ at St Mark’s

* A commitment was made that the parish should remain together as Bellarine Gateway
Anglican Parish.

* Noted there is a casual vacancy on Parish Council which Council wishes to have filled.
* Discussed plans for the Blessing of the Pets/Pet’s Fair on October 1*

* Made a commitment to begin maintenance work on St Barnabas. The works to be un-
dertaken are yet to be determined.

» Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time
@ worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the
service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.

For your diary:

Saturday August 26th Quota Club Trivia Night (details opposite)
Wednesday 23rd Blessing of Pets planning meeting (details below)
Wednesday 23rd N-W Evening Fellowship, 1.30 pm (details below)

Sunday October 1st Blessing of the Pet’s @ St Mark’s, pm

Blessing of the Pets: The parish is holding a Blessing of the Pets after-

noon on October 1% at St Mark’s in the form of a Pet’s Fair. It is
hoped this will be a fun event but also an opportunity to have
some fund raising stalls. Rev’d Elizabeth would like to hear
from any parishioners who would be able to help plan this activi-

ty, or who may have suggestions on how to make this activity a
success. A planning meeting will be held in the Moller Room on
Wednesday August 23 at1 pm.
** If you are able to help in any way, please contact Rev’d Elizabeth.
Note: There will not be a Combined Service on that day.

Newcomb-Whittington Evening Fellowship: The next meeting is this
Wednesday at Val White’s home, 4 Tamala Avenue, Marshall at
1.30 pm (despite what the name says) for a Games afternoon
and chat to get to know each other better.

Any queries contact Marlene 0418 369 351. All welcome.

Pew Sheet editor: Alf will be away for several week’s during
September and October. Is there anybody who would be able to prepare the
Pew Sheet for the Sunday’s in September and October 1%, 8™ and 15 It is not
necessary to have a publisher type program.

If you are able to help, please contact Alf, 5250 2082.

Geelong Kokoda Youth Program — Talk the Walk: Thanks to the generos-
ity of the Leopold community, last Wednesday Ken Flavell was able to hand
over to Sen. Constable Andy Brittain a cheque for $6.330 in support this
worthwhile project. Andy brought along Sally who is a participant in this
year’s walk. Sally talked confidently of her aspirations and preparation for the
walk. She said she was nervous but also excited and looking forward to the
challenge. Part of her training is climbing up and down the steps at Eastern
Beach wearing her 13 kg back-pack.




