Advent Sunday Reflection:
I have a challenge for you this Advent! I know, I hear you exclaiming “What?
Doesn’t that Vicar know how busy we all are?” Yes, yes, I do, and that’s why I am
setting you a challenge that you can do, or not, but it might distract you from the crazy business of the next month, with a chance to focus on waiting, waiting for God.
The challenge is to each week spot and reflect on items that form a Jesse Tree. This is
a way of exploring the genealogy of Jesus Christ, in the form of a family tree, and
ancient depictions can be found in churches if you look. There are traditional items
that represent the people listed in the long lists of “Begats”, and they form the challenge.
Take a photo, make a drawing, reflect, enjoy and create your own Jesse Tree. Perhaps
we could compare trees on Christmas Eve?
So let’s get started! Here’s this week’s list of items to find, to be aware of, and simply
to enjoy.
Person / Event
Symbol/s
Bible Reference
Found
(by chapter)
Jesse Tree with branches
Isaiah 11
Creation

Stars and planets

Genesis 1

Adam & Eve

Fruit Tree

Genesis 2

Noah & family

Ark/animals/dove/rainbow

Genesis 6-9

Abram & Sarah

Tent

Genesis 12

Jacob

Ladder

Genesis 28

Joseph

Multi-Coloured coat

Genesis 37

ADVENT
Advent.
Once a year
the chance to wait
with a purpose.
Makes a change. (Carolyn Morris)

God bless you and all for whom you pray.

Pew Sheet: Mater ial for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday even-
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Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.
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5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
Mrs Jan Long
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Parish web-site:
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Today’s Readings

Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Mark 13:24-37

Next Week’s Readings

Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: Mur r ay Hooper 5th
Known Happy Anniversaries: Pat & Ray Hunter 3r d
Prayers for Healing: Please pr ay for the healing of body, mind and spir it of the
following people who are on our hearts: Pam, Meryl, Barb, Barbara S, Heather R,
Arthur, Enid Hughes, Cassie & family,
MU Christmas Cards @ Pear ly Gates or contact J eanette 5250 2082.
Bible reflection: We star t this Advent with an apocalyptic vision fr om Mar k 13. The
vision is a catastrophic one where the whole creation surrounding us is folding itself into
itself. The created order is shaken violently, including the sun, the moon
and the stars. We are called to note that even though the whole world
might pass away, the words of Jesus will not pass away.
Pray that we might hear the words of Jesus – to distinguish between
things that are important and things that are passing away
of Mission, 2017)

(Reflection written for ABM © Anglican Board

It is very difficult to achieve peace and harmony through competition and hatred,
so the practice of kindness is very, very important and very, very valuable in human society.

Welcome

to our services today: Advent Sunday, which
marks the beginning of a new church year. We hope you find
your time worshipping God enjoyable and enriching.
Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit
and fellowship.
For your diary:
Wednesday Dec. 6th
10 am Service @ St Mark’s (See Big Band notice below)
Wednesday Dec. 6th
WEF film night @ St Mary’s Hall
December 16th, 17th, 24th, 25th Christmas services - see enclosed brochure
Friday January 5th
Twelfth Day of Christmas - details closer to event

We are getting the Big Band back together again!
How’s that for an exciting rock and roll idea? The band in question is the Big Banner Band. We shall meet to achieve some serious progress on the St Paul’s banner
due to be installed very soon!
All those who want to help, who can wield a sewing needle or an iron are very
welcome to join our active Eucharist / sewing bee on Wednesday 6th December at
10 am in the Moller room.
Volunteers still wanted:
Why? To join in the Chr istmas fun at Mar ket Squar e this year .
Where? Mar ket Squar e Chr istmas celebr ations fr om Monday 11th to Satur day 23rd December, 10-2 pm.
Doing what? Assisting with the dr ess up costumes, stor y teller s etc
Just one thing, all volunteers need to have a current working with children card.
If able to help, please let Elizabeth know - 0404 165 096
Christmas tree in reverse:
Gifts placed under the Christmas trees this year will be given to a local
charity. They should be placed there no later than December 17th services. If you have a suggestion for a charity who might be appreciative of
these gifts, please speak to Rev’d Elizabeth.
Parish Council: The 2017-18 Parish Council members who were appointed
by Rev’d Elizabeth or elected by parishioners at the Annual Meeting last
Sunday are:
Church wardens: Wilma Farrell, Marlene Lacy, Wayne Stewart
Council members: Sue Clifford, Gordon Dendle, Jill Giddings, Deborah Kanen,
Jan Long, Renee Paul

Parish Directory: Wayne explained at the Annual Meeting last Sunday why a
new Parish Directory had not been produced. The lost data has been found.
To ensure all entries are up-to-date in a new directory, parishioners are asked to
complete the enclosed personal information sheet. (Return date and to whom will
be in next week’s Pew Sheet.)

