
Reflection for Advent 2: 
 

Our focus this week is on the Prophets, and the gospel reading this week intro-
duces that wild hairy prophet, John the Baptist. He must have been quite a sight 
to see in his camel hair shirt, but it was his message that made his listeners hesi-
tate before hurrying home. He offered to wash away their sins, and to prepare 
them for the coming of Jesus. Before, however, getting your sins washed away, 
there is a moment when you need to recognise that you do indeed have some to 
remove. That there are mean and stupid things that you wish you could undo. 
 

The role of a prophet is to speak the truth into the world, and that doesn’t tend 
to make them very popular. I went to a non-fiction festival a few weeks ago and 
heard a few speakers. The author Peter Carey, when asked about his non-fiction 
writing merely scoffed – “Huh!” he exclaimed, “I don’t even sleep straight!” 
Whereas the well-known human rights lawyer Julian Burnside QC requested 
that the standard recognition of Aboriginal elders past and present that is often 
trotted out at such events be adapted. He asked that it include a sentence that 
we, the new Australians acknowledge that we have no intention of returning 
land taken by force over 100 years ago from the Aboriginal nations. That really 
made me stop, and take stock. That was indeed an uncomfortable truth, spoken 
into a very comfortable middle aged, middle class gathering. 
 

We each have the role of a Prophet in this time of Advent, to speak the truth 
into the world. To remind the world of the risk taken by God of sending his Son 
to live among us, and of his promise to return. To return one day, in God’s own 
sweet time. 
 

 Here’s this week’s Jesse tree items to search for. 

 
 

God bless you and all for whom you pray.    Elizabeth    

Person / Event Symbol/s Bible Reference (by chapter) Found 

Moses Burning bush Exodus 3   

Miriam Tambourine Exodus 15   

Aaron Golden calf Exodus 32   

Rahab Red cord Joshua 2   

Joshua Trumpet Joshua 6   

Gideon Water jar Judges 7   

Samson Bees / Scissors Judges 14-17   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula 
 

Welcome 
to 

Worship in Our Parish 
 

December 10th 2017 
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
 

(Peace) 
  

Service Times 
 

Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am 
Morning prayer @ St Barnabas’ 

 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’ 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s 

5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s 
 

Parish Identity 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ. 

Pew Sheet: Mater ial for  inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday even-



Monday 11th or 18th free? If so, and you have a current Working with Chil-
dren card, Elizabeth would love to hear from you. 
Why? To join in the Chr istmas fun at Market Square, 10 am - 2pm 
Doing what? Assisting with the dress up costumes, story tellers etc 
 If able to help, please let Elizabeth know - 0404 165 096 

Christmas tree in reverse: 
Gifts placed under the Christmas trees this year will be given to a local 
charity. They should be placed there no later than December 17th ser-
vices.  
If you have a suggestion for a charity who might be appreciative of these 
gifts, please speak to Rev’d Elizabeth. 

 

Parish Directory: Wayne explained at the Annual Meeting why a new Par ish 
Directory had not been produced. The lost data has been found.  
To ensure all entries are up-to-date in a new directory, parishioners are asked to 
complete the personal information sheet which was enclosed in Sunday 3rd Pew 
Sheet. Spare copies are available in each centre.  
Please give completed information sheets to Rev’d Elizabeth or to the person who 
conducts the service, who will pass them onto Elizabeth. 
 

Sewing machines wanted: 
G-RAP (Geelong Refugees Assistance Program) have put out a request for two sewing 
machines.  They normally don’t accept electrical items, but these can be tagged and 
tested and provide a means of income for recently arrived refugees. If anyone has a 
sewing machine in good working order, please contact Jill Giddings 0423 218 822. 
 

Parish Council: The 2017-18 Parish Council members who were appointed by Rev’d 
Elizabeth or elected by parishioners at the Annual Meeting last Sunday are: 
Church wardens: Wilma Farrell, Marlene Lacy, Wayne Stewart 
Council members: Sue Clifford, Gordon Dendle, Jill Giddings, Deborah Kanen,  
Jan Long, Renee Paul 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096 
    Email: vicar@bgap.church 
 

Father Jim Minchin -  0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com 
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 or the Song of Mary 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Today’s Readings 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

Welcome to our services today: the second Sunday of Advent. A special 

welcome to Tiara Anne Wilkinson who is coming to St Barnabas’ with fami-
ly and friends to be baptized.  
We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and enriching.  
Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship. 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Known Happy Birthdays: Jeanette Eagle 15th 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for  the healing of body, mind and spir it of the 
following people who are on our hearts: Pam, Meryl, Barb, Barbara S, Heather R,    
Arthur,  Enid Hughes, Cassie & family, 
 

The Big Banner: It is completed! It is on display for  all to read the message. 
A sincere ‘Thank you’ to all involved in its production. 

For your diary: 
Wednesday 13th  Parish Council @ St Mark’s, 7.30 pm 
Saturday 16th  Sausage sizzle (6.30 pm) & Carols (7.30 pm) @ St Paul’s 
Sunday17th  Carol Service @ St Mark’s, 8 pm 
Sunday 24th  Mid-night Mass, 11.30 pm @ St Paul’s & St Mark’s Mon-
day 25th   Christmas Worship 9.00 am @ St Barnabas’ & St Mark’s  
Friday January 5th Twelfth Day of Christmas - details closer to event 


