
From under your assistant priest’s thinking cap… 
          

Two Gentle Prayers for Australia 2018 
 

We bless you, God of the universe, for this land, 
for its contrasts of landscape and climate, 
- for its abundance of wealth and opportunity. 
We bless you for our history, ' 
with all its struggles in adversity, its courage and hope. 
Give us in our diversity tolerance and respect for each other 
and a passionate commitment to justice for all. 
Bless us so that we might be a blessing to others. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
     (A Prayer Book for Australia, p 204) 

 

Holy Father, God of Love, 
You are the Creator of all things. 
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history 
and the sufferings of our peoples, 
and we ask your forgiveness. 
We thank you for the survival of indigenous cultures. 
Our hope is in you because you gave your Son Jesus 
to reconcile the world to you. 
We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another, 
as you love us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of your Son. 
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history 
so that we may build a better future for our Nation. 
Teach us to respect all cultures. 
Teach us to care for our land and waters. 
Help us to share justly the resources of this land. 
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of 
life for all groups in our communities, especially the disadvantaged. 
Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit. 
May your power and love be the foundations 
on which we build our families, our communities and our Nation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

(Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group 13 March 1997 Brisbane, Qld) 
 

Next week: Two Fierce Prayers for Australia 

       Jim Minchin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula 
 

Welcome 
to 

Worship in Our Parish 
 

January 28th 2018 

 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
 

Service Times for January 
Sunday 8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

Sunday10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am Morning prayer @ St Barnabas’ 
 

(No Wednesday services during January)  
 
 

Parish Identity 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ. 

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening.. 



Welcome to our Combined Service today. 
A special welcome to Bishop Philip Huggins who will be preaching and pre-
siding at the service. 
We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and 
enriching. Last week Wayne asked us to bring a plate, pref-
erably with something edible on it. Hopefully that happened. 
So, please stay after the service and come across to the 
Moller room for morning tea and fellowship. 
 

Calendar of Services for 2018: 
Refer to insert in last week’s Pew Sheet 
Correction:  Easter Day is 01-04-18, not 31-03-18 as printed 
Explanations: 
* JS – stands for Joint Service, usually referred to as Combined Service 
* St Paul’s master plan …. presented to various bodies. Bodies refers to Gee-
long City Council, the Diocese etc to determine what can or cannot be done at 
St Paul’s 
(Apart from some minor reformatting, the Parish Council report was printed as 
received. Ed.) 
 

Men’s Breakfast: Food for Thought!! Graham Barker, a St Mark’s parishion-
er, is looking at the question: “Can the Gospel get to first 
base in OZ Society?”   One inspiring example: ‘Cornerstone 
in Quarry Hill, Bendigo’ 
** When? Next Saturday Feb.3rd  Leopold UC @ 7.30 am. 
** Donation $3 Any queries contact Alf 5250 2082 
 

During Rev’d Elizabeth’s absence: 
* For pastoral assistance, contact Fr Jim Minchin or Wilma Farrell. 
*For non-pastoral matters, contact a warden (Wayne, Marlene or Wilma) 
(Despite being ‘back’ on January 30th, Rev’d Elizabeth will not be presiding 
on Sunday 4th due to family commitments out of town.) 
 

Smile: There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family bible to her 
brother in an other part of the country. 
“Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk. 

‘Only the Ten Commandments!’ answered the lady. 
      (Herald Sun 25-01-18) 

Longing for God 
As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
So my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
When shall I come and behold the face of God?  
      (From The Wisdom of the Psalms) 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave 
     
 

Father Jim Minchin  0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com 
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Known Happy Birthdays: Phil Maxsted 29th who celebrates 4 score years & 10 
Known Happy Anniversaries: None 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the 
following people who are on our hearts: John Lee, Pam, Barb, Barbara S, Heather 
R, Arthur,  Enid Hughes, Cassie & family, 
 

Bible Reflection for Australia Day: 
The Psalmist tells us ‘the Lord looks down from heaven and surveys all the chil-

dren of Adam: he considers from his dwelling-place all the inhabit-
ants of the earth’. What would God make of this country? What 
would God find here that is good? What would God condemn? 
Pray that God might bless us, and send his Spirit to encourage us to 
root out all that is not good in God’s eyes.  
Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of 
Australia, and the National Council of Churches in Australia. 
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Next Week’s Readings 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

Today’s Readings 
Deuteronomy 8:5-14a 
Psalm 125 
Hebrews 11:8-16 
Mark 5:1-12 


