
From under your assistant priest’s thinking cap… 
 

Dear God, it’s Jim here. As you know only too well, I was confirmed at 14 from 
my school in its Camberwell parish church. For me it was a moment of pro-
found conversion, whatever it meant for the others! Since then I’ve never seri-
ously doubted your love or providence for me and others. Many of us realise 
repeatedly what Jesus has done and is doing for us, how he forgives us and frees 
us to cooperate with him, making life more wonderful, though not always more 
straightforward. Let thankfulness fill our hearts, help us see things as you see 
them now and in their potential. 

One thing I’ve learnt is that a lukewarm faith is spiritual death: I’ve been there, 
done that! Living alone, it’s easy to fill time with food, sleep, chores, exercise, 
and to rely on the media to divert, uplift or churn me up. When I pray or read 
the Bible, I sometimes lapse into self-pity over problems or fantasy about plans.  

So please keep kindling the fire of your Spirit in us. Alert us to whatever in our 
world – and our Church – cries out to be questioned, protested or rescued from 
Satan’s apparent control. Stop us from acquiescing in the preposterous demands 
and self-fulfilling hypocrisies of global ‘defence’ machines and arms industries, 
great or small. LORD, you say ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay’: but we say 
‘no, no, our powerful nations will sort things out’. So we go to the brink of war, 
environmental collapse and commercial exploitation, beyond any restraining 
capacity of an under-resourced UN or the ambit of your peaceable will.   

Please stop us retreating into ‘helpless’ silence rather than addressing the de-
structive impact of smoking, gambling, pornography, alcoholism and other ad-
dictions, bad diet starting with infant formula instead of breast-feeding, too 
many gadgets and private vehicles that contaminate air, land and water, and so 
on… And why, LORD, do we tolerate governments that pander to the greedy 
and entrench an economy based on goods that are not goods, services that are 
not services, and work that is soul-destroying? Our DNA need for social cohe-
sion and support yields to the nonsense of trickle-down benefits from the few. 
Remind us we cannot serve you and money! 

I pray we will embrace wholehearted worship and contradict those who claim 
Jesus’ Name to strain out gnats and swallow camels in matters of doctrine or 
morals? LORD, restore neighbourly compassion for refugees, homeless or iso-
lated people. Help us to join the intercessors beating down heaven’s doors, the 
pastors who evoke our repentance and celebration, and the teachers who call us 
back to you. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

       Jim Minchin 
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February 4th 2018 

 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Service Times 

 

Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’ 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s 

5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s 
 

Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ 
Re-commences Monday February 26th 

 

Parish Identity 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ. 

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening.. 



Lenten afternoon tea series: These begin on 18th February, 2 to 4pm at St 
Barnabas’. This will be a shared experience with St Albans and St Andrews 
Uniting Church. 
(Refer to insert for more details.) 
 

Calendar of Services for 2018: 
Refer to insert in Pew Sheet January 21st 
Correction:  Easter Day is 01-04-18, not 31-03-18 as printed 
Explanations: 
* JS – stands for Joint Service, usually referred to as Combined Service 
* St Paul’s master plan …. presented to various bodies. Bodies refers to Geelong 
City Council, the Diocese etc to determine what can or cannot be done at St Paul’s 
(Apart from some minor reformatting, the Parish Council report was printed as 
received. Ed.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Well, Yes … it is hard to imagine there not being any hamburger stands 
around in St Paul’s day! 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096 
    Email: vicar@bgap.church 
 

Father Jim Minchin  on leave 
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Known Happy Birthdays: Marlene Lacey 8th 
Known Happy Anniversaries: Lloyd & Val Jenkins 8th; Bev & Russell Camer-
on 9th 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the 
following people who are on our hearts: Audrey Miles, John Lee, Barb, Barbara S, 
Pam, Heather R, Arthur,  Enid Hughes, Cassie & family, 
 

Bible Reflection: 
The Psalmist tells us today that God heals the broken in spirit and 
binds up their wounds. We see precisely that as Jesus heals many at 
Simon’s home. Do we heal the broken in spirit, or do we make their 
wounds worse? 
Pray that in our ministries we offer healing and hope, rather than 
adding salt to the wounds of those who suffer. 
     © Australian Board of Mis-

sions 2018 
 
Parish Directory: If you haven’t returned your information sheets, please do as soon as 
possible. 

Next Week’s Readings 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 
2 Corinthians 4:3-12 
Mark 9:2-9 

Today’s Readings 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

Welcome to our services today: during which we celebrate the Bap-

tism of our Lord.. We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoya-
ble and enriching. Please stay after the services for a cup of tea/coffee, 
biscuit and fellowship. 

For your diary: 
Sunday February 18th Lenten studies begin at St Barnabas’ @ 2 pm (see below) 



 

  Join in when you can each Sunday in Lent,  

2 to 4pm St Barnabas Church, Newcomb.  

Please bring a small plate to share for afternoon tea. 
 

St Albans & St Andrews Uniting Church will travel 

alongside Bellarine Gateway Anglican Parish on the way. 

18/2 -  Where will we go? 

25/2 -  When will we go? 

04/3 -  What do we want to see/do? 

11/3  -  What will we need to take? 

18/3  -  Was it what we expected? 

25/3  -  What will we bring back? 
 

Plus 2 bonus film nights 


