
 iConnect  
Helping to connect Iraqi Christian refugee families with Australian Christian 
families.  
This is an invitation to an information evening regarding creation of a list of 
families from Anglican parishes in Geelong to be host families with like Iraqi 
Christian families now settled in Corio and North Geelong.  

St Stephens Anglican Church  
Meeting Room  

42 Regent Street  
Wednesday 11th January @ 7.00 pm  

If each parish of the Geelong Archdeaconry could send at least one representa-
tive who would be interested and energised in being a contact person within 
their own parish, this meeting will explain the intention of this valuable minis-
try: 
* to create a list of host families from parishes to be connected to like Iraqi fami-
lies  
* to provide informal coaching in English as a second language  
* to strengthen sense of belonging within the community   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome 

to 
Worship in Our Parish 

 

January 1st 2017 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 
(New Years Day) 

  

 

Service Times 
 

Sundays 
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Wednesday - 10:00 am  
There will be no Wednesday services during January 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.. 

Please note: Mater ial for  inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday even-

Wanted - A Room 
A young baptised, Christian Iraqi male is seeking accommodation. He 
wants to join in Christian activities and make a contribution to Australia. 

If you are interested/able to help, or know of somebody who might be, 
in either of these matters, please speak to Rev’d Elizabeth. 

Reflection on today’s readings:In the Old Testament reading, God is breathing new 
breath, the breath of life to the Israelites. A new chapter in their lives was being opened 
by Almighty God. They are invited to arise and shine, for their light (Jesus is the Light of 
the world, John 8.12) has come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon them. In a world 
which is increasingly becoming symbolically dark and hopelessness hovering over many 
people in the world we live in today, God is calling the Church to shine and bring hope 
and a future to the people. When the Church arises above the routine, the familiarity and 
the ordinary by seeking to present the glory of God to our world, then darkness will be 
driven away. God is calling the Church to set the pace and standard of integrity and dig-
nity in a world that is becoming more secular day by day. No wonder Christ is challeng-
ing his disciples to let their light to so shine… (Matthew 5.16). 
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MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401/0404 165 096 
    Email: vicar@bgap.church 
 

Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com    
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 

A Continuing Prayer For The Parish 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen 
 

Message from Rev’d Elizabeth:  
    Happy New Year! 
There was some discussion about whether we should give the pew sheet editor 
and contributors a rest for this week, but in the end, we felt that it was necessary 
to issue a New Year's Day edition to update folk on the events this week.  
It is disheartening that vandals should feel   free to damage our old and quite 
lovely St Paul's. The police told us that it is quite likely that a fire bug may have 
been interrupted before any lasting damage could be inflicted. The wood around 
the windows and the church base boards is so delicate that a need to repair the 
building this year is really quite inescapable. 
On a different note, I would urge you to read through various appeals for friend-
ship, accommodation and connection with the new Iraqi Christian community 
that is forming in Geelong. This is a chance for us to be at the forefront of offer-
ing great extravagant hospitality to our Christian brothers and sisters. This week, 
we recall that Christ himself was a refugee in Egypt and that he and his family 
also found extravagant hospitality before their return to Israel. 
I pray that this New Year may indeed be a happy one for you and yours. 
        Elizabeth 

Today’s Readings 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Welcome to our services today—the first Sunday 
after Christmas and co-incidentally, New Years Day. 
We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoya-
ble and enriching. Please stay after the service for cup 
of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.  
 
 Out with the old, in with the new; 
   May you be happy the whole 

year through. 

Twelfth Day of Christmas Fun Night:  
January 6th @ St Mark’s commencing 6 pm 

Have you signed up? We need your name today!! 
Sign-up sheets are in each centre for parishioners to indicate what they 
might like to bring and the number attending. 
We need to know the number attending for setting-up arrangements. 

 

Vandalism at St Paul’s: For those who have not already heard, St Paul’s 
was vandalised Christmas Day/early Boxing Day. A pole (with No Standing 
sign attached) was used to knock two windows out of the wall on the east side 
of the church. One frame was broken and the other damaged. The upper glass 
on one window was cracked but no glass was actually shattered. There was no 
damage inside the church.  

A saw was used to remove a section (60 cm) of two plinth boards on the NE 
corner of the sanctuary. A take-away coffee cup, syringes etc. were found un-
derneath. 

Elizabeth, Marlene, Alf and several others attended Boxing Day morning. 
Police were called, came and inspected the damage. North Geelong Glass cov-
ered the openings with metal cladding (but left a gap at the top). The windows 
and pole were placed inside at the back of the church, the church cleaned and 
the plinth boards put back (very temporary measure). 

Since then, conversations have been held with the Diocesan Insurance De-
partment and the Diocesan insurer. Johns Lyng Builders have been appointed 
by the insurer to repair the damage. Alf has met with Scott from Johns Lyng. 
Scott has taken the windows to serve as templates. He knows somebody who 
will have pleasure in recreating them. He will contact Alf to give a timeline 
estimate for repairs. Scott was going to have a couple of flashings made to cov-
er the gap at the top of the metal cladding to keep out easterly rains.  Geelong 
City Council has taken away the offending pole. 


