From under your assistant priest’s thinking cap…

‘And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the origin of God’s creation:
“I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold
or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit
you out of my mouth.
For you say, ‘I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.’ You do not realize
that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.
Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be
rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from
being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.
I reprove and discipline those whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and repent.
Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door,
I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.’
(Revelation to John 3:14-20)
Do you agree with me that, no less for us Christians and our communities of faith
than for the world’s people at large, this is a critical time to say ‘no’ to mediocre
and half-hearted behaviour and attitudes. Being lukewarm can be OK when things
are going well. But regarding the big issues, if we simply presume on whatever
identity labels we possess, we will produce no fruit for God or for blessing and
healing our world. We will have nothing worthwhile to offer into the emerging chaos. To be fruitful in 2018, as ever, we need our hearts, minds, bodies and souls
working to the max. Hardly likely all of us will be on the ball all the time. But even
a few co-operating with others can do wonders. And God remains over all, and
available to all, thank God!
I feel that our world is becoming more complicated and unmanageable by the minute: knowledge and capacity are growing exponentially to re-shape so many aspects of existence. There are good and creative outcomes, yet also much with malignant consequences: destroying habitat and social cohesion, entrenching greater
inequality of access to life’s necessities, and fostering pointless conflict and squabbles, which will tip us out of the fragile balance we human beings have enjoyed for
millennia, despite our best efforts, with the rest of the planet.
And here we are in BGAP Parish, baptised in the Name of Jesus to welcome him
into our inner being as Saviour and to learn by the Spirit how to make a heavenly
contribution, big or small, to the well-being of the world around us. Former Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple once said: “The Church is the only society
that exists for the benefit of those who are not its members.” I hope in coming
weeks to explore this insight for us and our times and places.
Jim Minchin

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening..
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First Sunday after Epiphany
Baptism of our Lord
Service Times for January
Sunday 8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
Sunday10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Monday - Saturday 9:15 am Morning prayer @ St Barnabas’
(No Wednesday services during January)

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM

Welcome to our services today: during which we celebrate the Baptism of

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave
Father Jim Minchin Mr Wayne Stewart
Mrs Wilma Farrell
Mrs Jan Long

0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

Next Week’s Readings

1 Samuel 3:1-10
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.
Known Happy Birthdays: None
Known Happy Anniversaries: None

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the
following people who are on our hearts: John Lee, Pam, Barb, Barbara S, Heather
R, Arthur, Enid Hughes, Cassie & family,
……………………………………………………………………………………..

The Second Chance
We may not have the means at hand to change a circumstance,
But we may gain, to our relief, a welcome second chance. . .
A chance to prove that we will try, with all our might and main,
To change our ways, to right some wrong, and purll our weight again.
So let us thank the generous folk who overlook our lapse,
And put their trust in our success, where once we failed, perhaps.
The second chance can bring results, the first one to outweigh,
For in the meantime we have learned a little more each day.
Author Unknown

our Lord.. We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the services for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.
For your diary:
Sunday January 27th
Combined Service at St Mark’s @ 9.00 am

Living with divine imagination: Jesus and Us
Oodthenong Mission
Four summer evenings at
All Saints’ Church, Barwon Heads, 7-9 pm
Bishop Philip Huggins will offer a mixture of Jesus Prayer mediation, spiritual
exercise and Gospel reflections.
Sunday 21st January : Gratitude
Monday 22nd January : Grace and Healing
Tuesday 23rd January : Shaping a rule of life for 2018
Wednesday 24th January : How then should we now live?
Reaching some conclusions
RSVP: bishopphiliphuggins@melbourneanglican.org.au
Message from Rev’d Elizabeth:
I shall be away from the parish from 6th January to 30th January. Unfortunately, despite being "back", I will not be presiding the following Sunday 4th February due to family commitments out of town.
If you should need pastoral assistance in the next month, please talk to Fr Jim
Minchin or Wilma Farrell.
Sunday services will be provided by Fr Jim and Wayne Stewart, apart from
Sunday 27th January, when Bishop Phillip Huggins will preside at a Combined
Service at St Mark’s at 9am.
Fr Jim will continue to offer Morning Prayer at 9.15am during the week but
there are no Wednesday Eucharists during January.
Thank you to the Wardens and Fr Jim for their support in my absence.
Regards, Elizabeth Breakey
Parish Directory: Have you returned your personal information sheet? To
ensure all entries are up-to-date in a new directory, parishioners are asked to
complete a personal information sheet.
** Spare copies are available in each centre.
Please give completed information sheets to a warden (Marlene, Wilma,
Wayne) or Father Jim.

