
From under your assistant priest’s thinking cap… 
 

Bye bye, lukewarm Christian communities – neither hot nor cold – the kind La-
odicea was accused of being (Revelation 3:14-20)? I wish! 
 

This week my topic is church worship and prayer. What a joy it is to be caught 
up in a community praising God with enthusiasm. Instinctively we draw on and 
add to rich inherited resources of architecture and artifice: music, words, ges-
tures of adoration and fellowship, silence, laughter, tears. We celebrate God’s 
creation, both the tiny and the vast, all around and within us. We confess beauty 
trampled on or neglected, often with our connivance, and sometimes we must 
weep openly for the human sin that is ours also. We yearn for the relief of dear 
ones from illness or depression, and celebrate prayer answered. Again and again 
we marvel that God in Christ wants our friendship, beyond the erosion of evil or 
looming death. 
 

How fantastic to hang out with Jesus and his friends – right here in BGAP! We 
ponder his words and others’ testimony about him, pray humbly in his name. 
We are invited to eat and drink the forgiveness and reconciliation of his body 
and blood, and then to go out as long as we have breath to implement this re-
newed mindset! How stimulating that we can search the Bible together and 
reach truth greater than our present truth, and wrestle to the ground those pas-
sages of Scripture we find hard to grasp! 
 

Especially when so many competing claims demand our attention, the old saw 
about ‘mutton dressed up as lamb’ can sometimes overtake worship, not least 
Anglican worship, and it becomes slapdash. Less is more, pace all of us prayer 
book sticklers, re the number of formulaic words used.  Spontaneity and predicta-
bility? Each has a place, but never pretentiousness. “The less significant we are, 
the more pomp we need,” the new Archbishop of Paris, former medico Michel 
Aupetit, joked in the Cathedral of Notre Dame during his installation 8 days ago!  
 

Worship is a profoundly human activity – expressing the worth we attach to 
God and God’s children and God’s world (e.g., in the old Prayer Book, the 
groom declaring that he worships his bride with his body). So we can always 
learn from people ‘outside’ as well as inside the community of faith how to be 
more worshipful: I think most of us can readily recognise good teachers. In-
deed, let us open our eyes to the reality that we are all power-packs of experi-
ence and insight, memory and connection. 
 

 So tell me, how can true worship be boring or tokenistic?  
 

        Jim Minchin  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula 
 

Welcome 
to 

Worship in Our Parish 
 

January 14th 2018 

 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
 

Service Times for January 
Sunday 8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington 

Sunday10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb 
 

Monday - Saturday 9:15 am Morning prayer @ St Barnabas’ 
 

(No Wednesday services during January)  
 
 

Parish Identity 

 BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else. 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as 
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who 
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ. 

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening.. 



Living with divine imagination: Jesus and Us 
Oodthenong Mission 

Four summer evenings at 
All Saints’ Church, Barwon Heads, 7-9 pm 

Bishop Philip Huggins will offer a mixture of Jesus Prayer mediation, spiritual 
exercise and Gospel reflections. 

Sunday 21st January : Gratitude 
Monday 22nd January : Grace and Healing 
Tuesday 23rd January : Shaping a rule of life for 2018 
Wednesday 24th January : How then should we now live? 
    Reaching some conclusions 
RSVP: bishopphiliphuggins@melbourneanglican.org.au 

 

During Rev’d Elizabeth’s absence: 
* For pastoral assistance, contact Fr Jim Minchin or Wilma Farrell. 
* For non-pastoral matters, contact a warden (Wayne, Marlene or Wilma) 

 

Combined Service: There will be a Combined Service at St Marks on 28th 
January at 9 am with +Philip presiding and Fr Jim assisting. 

 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees: This Sunday is the 104th World Day 
of Migrants and Refugees. The Europe-based publication La Croix Interna-
tional in its issue of 11th January 2018 notes that 'Pope Francis, as we all 
know, has become the globe’s most credible advocate for these people on the 
move. And in his message for this year’s World Day he calls for greater efforts 
to “welcome, protect, promote and integrate” migrants and refugees in our 
societies.'  
There are many Anglicans worldwide bearing similar witness, including lead-
ers and parishioners alike in our Diocese (their views displayed on the outside 
of our Cathedral), and in Geelong and BGAP. Ask any of them if interested to 
assist their endeavours. 
 

Parish Directory: Please give completed information sheets to a warden (Marlene, 
Wilma, Wayne) or Father Jim.  

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave 
     
 

Father Jim Minchin  0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com 
 

Mr Wayne Stewart 0414 503 300,  wayne@bgap.church 
 

Mrs Wilma Farrell 5244 5537  Pastoral Ministry 
 

Mrs Jan Long  0414 823 132  Residential Care Ministry 
 

Parish web-site:  www.bgap.church 
 

 

Parish Prayer 
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship 
and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply 
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word 
and  deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom..   In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Known Happy Birthdays: Ted Freeman 17th, Jill Giddings 19th 
Known Happy Anniversaries: Gloria & Bill Lang 15th 
(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf) 
 

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the 
following people who are on our hearts: John Lee, Pam, Barb, Barbara S, Heather 
R, Arthur,  Enid Hughes, Cassie & family, 
 

Bible Reflection: Today the Psalmist sings of God, ‘You are acquainted with all 
my ways’. How do we respond to God being with us even from before we were 

born? Which of our ways do we need to change, given that God 
knows all about them?  
Pray that we might ‘Turn from evil and do good, seek peace and 
pursue it’ (Psalm 34.14) 
     © Australian Board of Mis-
sions 2018 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The Vicious Circle:  
Rags make paper; Paper makes money; Money makes banks; 
Banks make loans; Loans make poverty; Poverty makes rags. 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 
Jonah 3:1-10 
Psalm 62:5-12 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

Today’s Readings 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time 
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after 
the services for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship. 

For your diary: 
Sunday January 27th Combined Service at St Mark’s @ 9.00 am 
Saturday February 3rd Men’s Breakfast, Leopold UC @ 7.30 am 


