From under your assistant priest’s thinking cap…

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening..

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula
Next Sunday - Combined Service St Mark’s @ 9.00 am

I want to continue pondering the struggle against mediocrity. It’s a battle not only for
us as believers, but as citizens – with Australia Day looming quite noisily. So over these
two weeks I hope to stimulate some debate.
All human beings live with – may be trapped or enriched by – unique genetic, familial, social and environmental characteristics and potential. All are created in God’s image, free to a greater or lesser extent to shape our circumstances. We in BGAP Parish
have the extra chutzpah of being baptised into communion with God through Jesus
Christ. We are not just Anglicans but members of his Body, beyond denomination, the
one, holy, catholic (universal) and apostolic (sent-out) church and movement, be it at
parochial, ecumenical or global level, indeed beyond visible boundaries. We have sure
access to the Holy Spirit enabling us to participate in Jesus’ missionary calling, the
blessing of the world around us through reconciliation with God’s will. As quoted before, former Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple put it this way: “The Church is
the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are not its members.”
What Christ-like contribution can the Christian movement make to a more just, compassionate and sustainable – and truth-telling – nation? How to live loving and godly
lives within ourselves and alongside others in God’s beautiful world, sometimes critically, but not with the hypocritical pretence of superiority! Neither should we consent
lamely to the loyalty demanded by jingoistic or partisan community figures, forgetting
the old adage: ‘Patriotism is the last refuge of the scoundrel’!
Moreover, every society and nation is constantly under political, legal, commercial
and ideological pressures, many intensified by technology. How well are we handling
the harmful effects of the following factors on individual and collective health and wellbeing?
* Diet overloaded with excessive meat, sugars, fats, chemical additives, or with alcohol,
Coke/Pepsi, Red Bull and similar over-sweet or ‘zero-sugar’ ‘thirst-quenchers’ (=thirstintensifiers)?
* Drugs – above all NICOTINE (cause of the world’s most preventable diseases and
death), ALCOHOL, prescription or illicit mind-altering pharmaceuticals?
* Covert or overt sexual indulgence before, within or outside supposedly stable relationships (risking disease, creating tension between professed and actual commitment)?
* Reliance on goods and services using non-renewable energy – cars, fuels, plastics, etc
– which speed climate change, pollute air/land/water and distort all species?
* Education and social media which persuade us that we exist for sake of The Economy
or that we should grasp at indulgence, forgetting the distinction between wants and
needs.
Next week, I’ll suggest how we draw on the deepest resources of faith and humanity to
become better patriots both of Australia and of God’s domain!
Jim Minchin

Welcome
to

Worship in Our Parish
January 21st 2018

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Service Times for January
Sunday 8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
Sunday10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Monday - Saturday 9:15 am Morning prayer @ St Barnabas’
(No Wednesday services during January)

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey on leave
Father Jim Minchin
Mr Wayne Stewart
Mrs Wilma Farrell
Mrs Jan Long

0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Jonah 3:1-10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Next Week’s Readings

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Parish Prayer

‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: Barbara King 25th
Known Happy Anniversaries: None

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the
following people who are on our hearts: John Lee, Pam, Barb, Barbara S, Heather
R, Arthur, Enid Hughes, Cassie & family,
Bible Reflection: The Psalmist tells us today to wait in silence for God. This does
not mean, do nothing, but rather it means that we should rid ourselves of all other
distractions so that we can focus on the most important thing: God.
By doing this we prepare ourselves for when we are called by the
Spirit to play a part in God’s mission.
Pray that the Spirit will help you to remove all distractions so that
you can focus on the most important thing of all: God.
sions 2018
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worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after
the services for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.

For your diary:
Sunday January 28th Combined Service at St Mark’s @ 9.00 am
Saturday February 3rd Men’s Breakfast, Leopold UC @ 7.30 am (See below)

During Rev’d Elizabeth’s absence:
* For pastoral assistance, contact Fr Jim Minchin or Wilma Farrell.
* For non-pastoral matters, contact a warden (Wayne, Marlene or Wilma)
Combined Service: There will be a Combined Service at St Marks on 28th
January at 9 am with +Philip presiding and Fr Jim assisting.
Men’s Breakfast: Food for Thought!! Graham Barker, a St Mark’s parishioner, is looking at the question: “Can the Gospel get to first base in OZ Society?” One inspiring example – Cornerstone in Quarry Hill Bendigo.
** The breakfast is on February 3rd at Leopold UC @ 7.30 am.
** Donation $3 Any queries contact Alf 5250 2082

Parish Directory: Please give completed information sheets to a warden (Marlene, Wilma, Wayne) or Father Jim.
Dear God,

……………………………………………………………………….

I don’t know if I believe in you any more.

I wake up in the middle of the night and I think about dying and about how it
might not be heaven. It might just be nothing for ever and ever.
I wish I could be sure if you are there or not. I can’t help thinking it’s just
something people make up to make themselves feel good about dying.
But I do hope you are real. I don’t mean to be rude, I just want you to know
how I feel.
Lots of love,
Clarence.

(From Children’s Letters to God)

Bellarine Gateway Anglican Parish had a Council day on Last Friday 12 January 2018
Calendar of Services for 2018
14/02/18
Ash Wednesday
St Mark’s 10 AM
St Paul’s
7.00 PM
29/03/18
Maundy Thursday
St Mark’s
7.00 PM
JS
30/03/18
Good Friday
St Mark’s
9.30 AM
JS
31/03/18
Easter Day Dawn
St Paul’s
6.00 AM
JS
31/03/18
Easter Day
St Barnabas’
10.00 AM
JS
25/04/18
ANZAC day
St Mark’s
10.00 AM Cancelled
NB. No Wednesday morning service.
It is suggested that people attend the service at the war memorial in Leopold.
29/04/18
St Mark’s day
St Mark’s
9.30 AM
JS
20/05/18
Pentecost
St Barnabas’
9.30 AM
JS
NB. Red breakfast starts at
8.30 AM
01/07/18
St Peter and St Paul’s day
St Paul’s
9.30 AM
JS
02/09/18
St Barnabas’ day
St Barnabas’
9.30 AM
JS
25/11/18
Christ the King
St Mark’s
9.30 AM
JS
AGM after service
16/12/18
Carols on the corner
St Paul’s
7.30 PM
Spec
NB. Sausage sizzle before at
6.30 PM
(Continued over page)

(From previous page)

23/12/18
24/12/18
24/12/18
25/12/18

Carols Service
Kid’s Christmas
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day

St Mark’s
St Mark’s
St Barnabas’
St Paul’s

8.00 PM
7.00 PM
11.30 PM
9.00 AM

Spec
Spec
JS
JS

Special Events
(all to be confirmed)
Spring Fair
Fashion Parade / Show
Car Trial
Other Matters
Building condition reports were discussed but not finalised
A third St. Barnabas’ quote would be requested.
St Paul’s master plan was discussed and will be presented to the various bodies in February/March upon EB’s
return.
Final Prayer
Rather than concluding with the usual grace the council concluded with the following joint prayer:

God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but a spirit of power and of love and of selfdiscipline. May we rekindle the gift of God within us.
Amen.

