Reflection for Third Sunday in Lent:
In John’s gospel this morning, we see Jesus up-ending the
tables that the traders used in the temple for the trade of
animals and birds used in blood sacrifices in the temple to
worship God. John puts this account at the beginning of
Jesus’ ministry, whilst the other synoptic gospels (Mark,
Matthew and Luke) use the same account as the final straw
for the Jewish authorities. Instead, John uses this event as a
way of loudly announcing his uncompromising arrival of Jesus in the
temple. More than that, this disruption sent a message to the gospel readers, and to us through the ages that this was the beginning of a new era,
one in which the grace of God is no longer dependent upon blood sacrifice, or to be found exclusively in the temple, but instead God’s grace is
freely given to all who love and recognise Jesus as the Son of God, as
Christ.
The books of the New Testament make it clear that God can be experienced anywhere, not just in the temple in Jerusalem. That the order of the
world from when Jesus came among us has been turned upside down!
We know this, and yet, I suspect that we still come to church not just
to worship God, but to experience something spiritual, something of
God, that we feel is focused inside our churches. When this is created by
the love in community, that is a healthy thing that feeds us, but when it is
associated with the fixtures and fittings within a building, we need to be
aware that we are creating idols for ourselves.
Perhaps we could turn our thoughts about church upside down too?
How about coming to church to worship God and to recharge our spiritual batteries so that we can walk out of church feeling empowered to go
back into the world, to find God in the most surprising places?
I wonder where you might discover the presence of God, this Lent?
You might find God in nature, or in chats with strangers, or something
entirely different. Those are the challenges that people have been trying
as part of the Lenten Journey to explore deepening their faith.
Come, take a risk and jump on board!
God bless you and all for whom you pray.
Elizabeth

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening..
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Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’
Monday - Saturday 9:15 am

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Next Week’s Readings

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: Pam Truin 4th

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)
Lenten Studies: This week we are resting on the Lenten Journey, with no gathering
planned for today. We shall recommence the journey on Sunday March 11th with a viewing of the Monty Python film “Life of Brian”, followed by a simple shared meal. We will
start at 2pm at St Barnabas.
Here is the blurb regarding the film: “Life of Brian” is a 1979 British religious satire comedy film and written by the comedy group Monty Python (Graham Chapman, John
Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and Michael Palin). It was also directed by
Jones. The film tells the story of Brian Cohen, young Jewish man who is born on the same
day as, and next door to, Jesus Christ, and is subsequently mistaken for the Messiah. But
as his mum said “He is not the Messiah, just a naughty boy”.
The Lenten journey this year is considering ways to deepen your faith with God. This film
may seem like a curious choice, and to those who have only heard of its reputation, a scandalous choice! It is in no way blasphemous; instead it is questioning the institution of the
church, not God nor Christ. A reviewer wrote "One of the more cutting-edge films of the
1970s, this religious farce from the classic comedy troupe is as poignant as it is funny and
satirical." And we could all do with a good laugh. Come and see for yourself.

Welcome to our services today - the Third Sunday in Lent. We
hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the services for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit
and fellowship.
See Notice board for information on: Calling all Youth of the Diocese March 8th;
Women in Leadership March 17th;Walk for Justice for Refugees March 25th.

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
Mrs Jan Long
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

For your diary:
Today
Sunday 11th

No Lenten studies
Lenten studies at St Barnabas’ @ 2 pm (details opposite)

Welcome: Rev’d Elizabeth is this week-end this Sunday for family reasons. Welcome
to Bishop Peter Danaher will be covering for her at St Mark’s.
Parish Council Report:
St Barnabas Hall maintenance work is close to appointing a contractor after a few
items of clarification are made.
A quote will be sought for an updated sound system for St Marks, the current system is operating on a radio frequency that is now reserved for emergency services only. If affordable, the system needs to have the capability of expansion to the hall for
large funerals, and also a T-Loop for hearing aids needs to be included.
The Parish Service Calendar was readdressed. Significant changes were made to
ensure that churches at each end of the parish were open on High Days, even at the
expense of the luxury of the whole parish celebrating together. Please pray for visitors
to come to justify this sacrifice! The dates of Joint or Combined Services were also
changed.
All Ecumenical Services were removed from the Calendar, as appropriate, to be
advertised as they occur.
St Paul’s inadequate sound system to be reconsidered
The Parish First Aid kits have been checked and are considered fit for purpose. Updated signage will be installed this coming month for First Aid kits and Emergency
Assembly points.
10.00 Next meeting to be decided
11.00 meeting closed 12.00pm
School Chaplaincy Support:
Annual reporting meeting of Geelong ACCESS ministries Chaplaincy Support Group;
Thursday 15th March, 7pm @ St Johns Anglican Church, 269 Roslyn Rd, Highton;
Guest Speaker: Rev’d Dave Thompson, Senior Police Chaplain, Western Victoria.
For more details, call Barry 0400 797 737
Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Jo, Audrey Miles, Barb, Barbara S, Pam,
Heather R, Arthur, Enid Hughes, Cassie & family,

For sale: Japanese maples, 30 cm (12”) tall, $6
Contact Phyll Serpell 5250 1461

