Reflection for Fourth Sunday in Lent:
Do you remember the story about Nicodemus, one of the
respected elders of the Jewish establishment, who paid
Jesus a visit under cover of dark, for fear that he might be
seen visiting Jesus? The gospel this morning is part of that
conversation, and it looks mighty odd on first glance. Jesus
compared himself to the image of Moses lifting a serpent
up onto a stick in the wilderness. All will be explained in
our Old Testament reading, but to counter the snake bites from the
venomous snakes, that God sent to bite the whinging Hebrews, Moses
was instructed to erect a bronze snake on a stake. The Hebrews were
urged to gaze upon the very thing that had given them so much strife.
Jesus says that he would be lifted up, elevated, or even glorified like
the snake on the stick. How very peculiar!
But pause to think on this, pause, take a breath and think again –
remove those assumptions that get in our way. How about if we look at
Christ suffering on the cross, and instead of becoming mired in that image,
we see through it to Christ being lifted up to glory through resurrection
and ascension. Could it be that we can gain healing and life by facing that
which has brought despair and death? What wisdom can we learn in this?
It isn’t always easy to do that. The regular Jehovah’s Witness lady
who visits my neighbourhood handed me an invitation to the annual
remembrance of Jesus death, it is on Holy Saturday. When I asked her if
they would also be celebrating the joyful resurrection on the following
day, that didn’t seem to be so important to her - she was strongly attached
to the death of Jesus. I know very little about JW faith or theology, but I
think that life is gained by experiencing the WHOLE of Easter. WE need
to sit at the foot of the cross of Good Friday, facing and acknowledging
the terrible death that Jesus experienced, so that we along with Mary
Magdalene, can experience the sheer joy of discovering that he is still
alive on Easter day. Hallelujah!
So be brave, face towards the thing that causes you pain, and find life
beyond it.
God bless you and all for whom you pray.
Elizabeth

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening..
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Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’
Monday - Saturday 9:15 am

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry
Mrs Jan Long
0414 823 132 Residential Care Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Next Week’s Readings

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-14
John 12:20-33

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: Pat Hunter 12th, Val Rawlings 15th

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I can up-date my records. Alf)

Lenten Studies: Today, at 2pm at St Barnabas, a viewing of the Monty Python
film “Life of Brian”, followed by a simple shared meal.

“Life of Brian” is a 1979 British religious satire comedy film and written by the
comedy group Monty Python (Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry
Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and Michael Palin). It was also directed by Jones.
The film tells the story of Brian Cohen, young Jewish man who is born on the
same day as, and next door to, Jesus Christ, and is subsequently mistaken for
the Messiah. But as his mum said “He is not the Messiah, just a naughty boy”.
The Lenten journey this year is considering ways to deepen your faith with God.
This film may seem like a curious choice, and to those who have only heard of its
reputation, a scandalous choice! It is in no way blasphemous; instead it is
questioning the institution of the church, not God nor Christ. A reviewer wrote
"One of the more cutting-edge films of the 1970s, this religious farce from the
classic comedy troupe is as poignant as it is funny and satirical." And we could all
do with a good laugh. Come and see for yourself.

Welcome to our services today - the Fourth Sunday in Lent.

We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and
enriching. Please stay after the services for a cup of tea/coffee,
biscuit and fellowship.
For your diary:
Today
Thursday 15th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 25th
Thursday 29th
Friday 30th
Sunday April 1st
Saturday April 7th

Lenten studies at St Barnabas’ @ 2 pm (details opposite)
Parish Council meeting, St Barnabas’ @ 10 am
Baptism @ St Mark’s
Lenten studies at St Barnabas’ @ 2 pm
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Day
Men’s Breakfast, Leopold U.C. @ 7.30 am

Please note:
* Parish Directory: A draft of the updated Parish Directory is available for
parishioners to check that details are correct. Add any missing information.
If your name and details are not there, and you have not been contacted,
please complete an information sheet or write your details down
somewhere. Finally, please tick the box to indicate details are OK.
* Rosters: Sign-up sheets are available in each centre for Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Easter Day Vigil and Easter Day. Would parishioners
please have a look at them and begin to think about what they may want to
do to help make Easter a wonderful time for all. There are many
opportunities to help. Good Friday help tba
* Calendar: A revised Holy Day and Combined Service calendar is
enclosed and also on notice boards in each centre.
………………………………………………..
Baptism: Next Sunday, little Kahlia Palackovic is getting baptized. Her mum
and dad, Jacinta and Drasko, will be bringing her along with 30 of their closest
friends.
Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of
the following people who are on our hearts: Jo, Audrey Miles, Barb, Barbara
S, Pam, Heather R, Arthur, Enid Hughes, Cassie & family,
For sale: Japanese maples, 30 cm (12”) tall, $6
Contact Phyll Serpell 5250 1461

