Reflection for Pentecost 6
They say that age is a leveller.
It certainly is, as I observe
the ones who've learned to live just day by day
are shining in contentment.
They shed tears only for one another, not themselves,
appreciate the smallest gesture:
a little cake, a cup of tea.
Their smile conveys a dignity of angels.
Their poverty's been made rich in giving love and gratitude.
They know in wisdom which cares are rightly theirs
and leave the rest alone.
The child heart is free and heaven's already come to greet them
who have lived, and live still, trustingly.
-Liz Gregory-Smith
It cannot be denied that we are a parish of older people, who have a wealth of life
experience from which to draw upon. The second Corinthians letter this morning is
often used for stewardship services, encouraging an equity of resources in a shared
loving community.
As Paul quotes in his letter: “‘The one who had much did not have too much, … and the
one who had little did not have too little.”
Yes, our monthly income is down, but my appeal is to your hearts, life experience and
attachment to this parish, not your wallet today. We need people to be inspired to share
in representing the parishioners at parish council, and furthermore, we need to raise up a
new Treasurer from the Parish itself. The Parish Council is discussing how to make this
office less daunting, perhaps by hiring an administrator who can do the day to day book
keeping, and communicating with the Treasurer. We are currently blessed by a
Treasurer who has cared for the resources of the parish for many years, but he is now
required by Church Law to take a Sabbatical year.
This appeal to your hearts and minds cannot wait until the beginning of our new Church
Year, for a period of training and handover would make sense, and we also have a
vacancy on Parish council that has reduced your representation on your parish council.
Perhaps you could sign up for a short-term trial, and fill that vacant seat now? We have
reduced the meeting time to 1.5 hour meetings as we recognise the other commitments
of councillors, and we currently meet during daylight hours. They are friendly and
convivial gatherings focussed on finding the best way to express God’s Kingdom in this
parish.
Come on, pray, listen to God and give it a try!
.....God bless you and all for whom you pray this week.

Elizabeth
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Normal Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart Child Safety Officer, 0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
5244 5537 Pastoral Ministry

Parish web-site:

www.bgap.church

Today’s Readings

1 Samuel 1:1,17-27
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

Next Week’s Readings

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthdays: Noel Taylor 4th, Des Graham 6th

(Please contact me if I miss any important dates so that I may up-date my records. Alf)

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and
spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Ray & Harrison
family; Barrie & Pat, Val & John, Adrian, Sue & family, Alan, Brian,
Graeme, Des M, Peter, Ann, Barb, Barbara S, Pam, Arthur, Cassie &
family.
St Barnabas’ Upgrade & Dunny Drive:
For parishioners who wish to pay their donation directly into BGAP’s bank
account, account details are: BSB 033 009 A/c #537753.
Identify the payment as St B’s (and your initials if you wish )
Christmas in July: All Saints’ Parish invites you to a Christmas in July dinner on the 14 th
July. Refer to flier on n/bfor details of menu, cost, tickets, entertainment etc
Kokoda Youth Program fund raising events:
Garage Sale: July 14th Start collecting items for the sale
Trivia Night: July 27th @ Leopold Sportsmans Club
Further details for these events will be provided as they come to hand.

BGAP Photo Competition 2018: Submission date: 31st August
Refer previous Pew Sheets (June 10, 17, 24) for details.

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the
services for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.
For your diary:

Saturday July 14th
Sunday July 15th
Wednesday 18th
Friday July 27th
October date tba

Garage Sale in support Kokoda Youth Program
Bishop Philip Huggins visits BGAP at St Mark’s @ 8 am
Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral @ 5.10 pm
Trivia Night in support Kokoda Youth Program
Spring Fair

Archdeacon of Geelong: Archdeacon Emeritus Edwin Lang has accepted our
Archbishop’s invitation to take up the position of Interim Archdeacon of Geelong. He
will be collated during Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral on Thursday 19th July at
5.10pm. Please remember Archdeacon Edwin in your prayers as he prepares to take on
this interim ministry.
Retirement: Bishop Philip is now entering into a countdown (16 weeks) to his
own retirement. We pray for him in this very busy time of settling into a new
house and squeezing in visits to the many parishes who want to wish him well.
He will be briefly visiting this parish on 15th July at 8 am at St Mark’s.
Confirmation: There will be an opportunity to be confirmed into the Church
of God at the 8 am service at St Mark’s on July 15th, so please contact Elizabeth if you
are inspired to take this opportunity.
Cathedral Evensong: Parishioners are invited to join a group travelling by train to St
Paul’s Cathedral on 18th July for a 5.10 pm Evensong. BGAP will be particularly
mentioned in the prayers. After the service we shall head out for a simple dinner.
Vicar’s study: Rev’d Elizabeth has been accepted by Drew University in Madison,
New Jersey to join an on-line Doctorate of Ministry programme. The focus of this
vocational course is the interface between the sacred and the secular. The Diocese is
very supportive of potential future leaders in the church investing in their education,
and of their supportive parishes investing in the future of the diocese.
This will mean that Elizabeth is absent each week for 1 day study leave, and she is in
negotiation with the diocese to see how this can be best covered or supported for the
well-being of the parish. She will be heading to the States for 3 weeks to participate in
the initial intensive part of the course in late July.
Favourite hymns: Do you have a favourite hymn you would like to sing in the next
few months? The liturgy team is preparing another block of readings and hymns to
take us over the next few months. It would be good to know of any
favourites that we have missed out singing for a while. We do try to
match the hymns with the readings, but there is some leeway for old (and
new) favourites.

June Parish Council meeting report:
* St Barnabas maintenance going well, the 2nd refurbished gas heater to be installed in
July.
* The budget and a quote for St Mark's audio system have now been approved. It will
cost $5015, and will utilise $3050 previously donated for this purpose.
* Urgent maintenance to St Paul's will be carried out this month.
* Rev. Elizabeth has been accepted to join a Doctor of Ministry program at Drew University in New Jersey, USA. This is an on-line vocational doctorate for ministers engaged in parish settings. She is required to attend a 2 week in intensive course in late
July/early August. This course of study has been strongly supported by the Diocese, as
they wish to invest in prospective leaders in the diocese. Discussions at Parish Council
were held regarding finding additional clergy support to cover a study day of absence
each week, or whether it would be more appropriate to employ an administrator to cover
some of the administrative load as well as book keeping.
* A budget and options needs to be submitted to the diocese.
* Parish Council has agreed that the new time for Morning Prayer will be 9am. This is
said by Rev’d Elizabeth on Mondays and Tuesdays, with opportunities for Fr Jim to say
the office on Wed and Friday. All are welcome to join this contemplative 15 minute start
to the day. It should be noted that during school holidays, the pattern may be interrupted.
* The Dunny Drive is going well. The current balance is $781. The AA group of hall
users have enthusiastically decided to support the fundraising with a proposed sausage
sizzle.
We need a Treasurer – could that someone be you?
With other assistance provided, if needed, this is the role of the treasurer.
1. Ensuring the proper banking of all moneys of the parish and the proper payment of all
amounts payable by the parish;
2. Maintaining proper financial records of the parish;
3. Reporting to each meeting of the parish council on the financial affairs of the parish,
including projected outcomes in accordance with the annual budget of the council;
4. Preparing forward estimates of income and expenditure in accordance with strategies
and plans adopted by the council;
5. Ensuring that the accounts of the parish are audited or assessed as required by the Act;
and
6. Preparing the annual financial report to the annual meeting.
Ad Clerum - 28 June 2018
Dear Friends,
New Appointment of Bishop of The Oodthenong Episcopate
Following this evening’s Archbishop in Council Meeting I am pleased to announce that
The Revd. Kate Proud has been appointed as Assistant Bishop under the Assistant Bishops Act 1985 to commence on 6 October 2018.
Grace and peace in Christ Jesus
Yours sincerely
The Most Reverend Dr Philip Freier
Archbishop of Melbourne
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