Pew Reflection for Pentecost 12
Who hasn’t heard the phrase "the best thing since sliced bread"? This week’s gospel
reading shows Christ referring to himself as that most ubiquitous staple of food – bread.
What about the technology behind one of man’s oldest and most basic sources of
nourishment -- bread, the stuff of life and an ancient symbol of human sustenance.
The making of bread is one of the oldest food technologies, going as far back as the
Neolithic era. It was also one of the first food products to succumb to automatic
machinery, from the mass production and bleaching of flour to kneading the dough,
baking in continuous ovens, and finally slicing and wrapping the bread. Much of the
mechanization derived from Europe in the 19th century but peaked in the American
Midwest during the 1920s and 1930s.
Bread-making technology spawned many inventions and patents, the bread-slicer being
one of the later, but important, lines of innovation. While the earliest bread-cutting
devices using parallel blades appeared in the 1860s, they sat on the shelf for decades,
awaiting the introduction of other machines capable of producing loaves of uniform
shape, size, and consistency -- one of the main challenges to automated food production
is the need to impose a fairly rigid, machine-friendly form on basically shapeless
organic material.
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By the 1930s, pre-sliced bread was fully commercialized, and standardization was
reinforced by other inventions that required uniform slices, such as toasters. Automated
bread-making was not only an invention benchmark, but also a key indicator of the
mechanization of daily life from the 1930s on.

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Like so many modern food products, machine-made bread eventually became almost
wholly artificial, bearing little resemblance to the look, feel, and taste of the handmade
variety [that Christ referred to] - so much so that manufacturers felt compelled to inject
it with artificial vitamins to restore food value.

Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb

With things going so far, it is no surprise that the back-to-nature whole foods
movement of recent decades has chosen to celebrate bread made in the way of earlier
generations. People have reverted to making their own bread at home, initially kneading
and baking by hand, producing loaves of hearty consistency, that take time and care.
Surely that is the bread that Jesus would have recognised?
An extract from an article by Arthur Molella,
http://invention.si.edu/reflections-best-thing-sliced-bread
.....God bless you and all for whom you pray this week.

Elizabeth
Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf. by Wednesday evening..

Normal Service Times

Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ - 9 am
Monday - Wednesday, Friday

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.
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Mr Wayne Stewart Child Safety Officer, 0414 503 300, wayne@bgap.church
Mrs Wilma Farrell
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Today’s Readings
1 Kings 19:4–8
Psalm 34:1–8
Ephesians 4:25 – 5.2
John 6:35, 41-51

Next Week’s Readings
Proverbs 9:1–6
Psalm 34:9–14
Ephesians 5:11-21
John 6:51-58

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the
service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.
For your diary:
Thursday 16th
Friday August 31st
Saturday Sept. 1st
Sunday October 7th

Episcopate Meeting with Archbishop (Refer Aug. 5th Pew Sheet)
BGAP photo competition closes
All Saint’s Curry Night (see below and notice board)
Spring Fair

Parish Council Meeting: Parish council meets this Thursday 16th August at St
Barnabas at 10.00am. If there are any Parishioners with a matter they wish
Council to consider, please speak to a member of Council.
Spring Fair: The Spring Fair is on Sunday October 7th, 2-4 pm. There will be
a pet blessing, pet memorial, sausage sizzle, afternoon teas, garage sale,
produce and craft stalls, family and pet fun.

and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply
connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word
and deed in this community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

All Saint’s Curry Night: All Saints invites the parish Community to join
them at for their Parish Curry Night which is always a popular, enjoyable
evening. See flier on Notice board for details of times, menu, costs and
tickets.

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the following
people who are on our hearts: Don, Matthew R, Trudy, Joel, Colin, Ray & Harrison
family; Pat, Val & John, Sue & family, Alan, Graeme, Des M, Peter, Ann, Barbara S,
Pam, Barb, Cassie & family.

BCA Spring Lunches and More: See flier on N/B for more information

Known Happy Birthdays: Graham Dean 16th, Lindsay Curtis 17th

During Rev’d Elizabeth’s absence, please contact Fr Jim for any pastoral
matters. For non-pastoral matters contact one of the Wardens: Marlene, Wayne
or Wilma

Please note: Today’s and next week’s Old Testament and Psalm readings have been changed
from those printed on the Reader’s Roster.
………………………………………………………….

Dear God,
I sing in the choir. We are learning ‘The Messiah’ for a concert. It makes me so happy to
sing it and to feel everyone singing along with me. And I know it is a song about you, so
that makes me happy too.
I like singing. I am quite good at it, though I am better at maths and at drawing things.
But when you sing in the choir it is fine if you miss a note so long as you try hard to get it
right the next time.
It is lovely when we get to sing in the church too because it echoes up into the ceiling. It
is so beautiful there.
Love,

AIison

(From Children’s Letters to God)

Study Leave: Rev’d Elizabeth will be away from Wednesday 25th July to
Sunday 19th August. Remember Elizabeth and family in your prayers.

Even in utter despair the Psalmist finds hope, telling us that with
the Lord there is mercy, forgiveness, and ample redemption. May
we realize this, knowing that we can start with a clean slate in
God’s eyes, if we would only put our trust in the divine mercy.
Pray that you will be merciful whenever the opportunity arises this
week. Pray that others will forgive your offences this week. (Refer Ps 130)
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Q: The day before yesterday, Freda was 17. Next year she will be 20. How is
this possible?
(Answer next week)

