Vicar’s Reflection:
Last week, we celebrated 100 years since Peace was declared, ending WWI. I couldn’t
help but feel a little despondent at how many times before and in fact, since, we humans
have celebrated peace agreements, and times of peace.
We try hard, but we do have a tendency to stuff up and break the peace, don’t we?
And then, we find ourselves wondering about the future, what will happen next? Is there
any way that we can find out? Not forgetting the big question, when will Christ fulfill
his promise and return to us? In 3 week’s time, we will embark on a season of Advent –
yes, just 3 weeks away! That’s when we find ourselves focusing on signs to watch out
for, and how to know when Christ will return. The truth is that we don’t know, so we
simply must live life as though he would arrive tomorrow. To live life in love to all.
We aren’t alone in these thoughts. In the gospel this morning, the disciples quiz Jesus
about when the temple would be destroyed as he had promised, but Jesus doesn’t tell
them, instead warning about false prophets leading believers astray, claiming to be the
returned Messiah.

Why not take a moment to consider how faith might help you be present to the present,
whatever it is, and how we can let the future take care of itself.

Prayer
God of all time,
You created days, nights,
mornings, evenings and dawnings;
crawling things that crawled along
the bottom of the sea;
and then out of the sea;
and then onto hind legs;
and into us.
Unlike you, we are in time.
So we ask that we might see signs of
you
in the here and now,

centering us, guiding us
towards what is most important
in the here and now
here and now.
Because we believe you are
always being born
here
and now.
Amen.
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I think we need to remember that God operates beyond time, that what for us can seen
like an age means nothing, or that we can be reassured that something that we worry
about in the future will be resolved. We do have free will, but that is balanced with
God’s “big picture”.
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Normal Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ - 9 am
Monday - Tuesday (until 19th November)
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Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.

The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.

Elizabeth
Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
Mrs Wilma Farrell

0414 503 300; wayne@bgap.church; Child Safety Officer
5244 5537; Pastoral Ministry

Parish web-site: www.bgap.church
Direct payments donation account: BSB 703 122 A/c #0500 4734 (identify recipient)

Next Week’s Readings

Today’s Readings
1 Samuel 1:4-20
The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1–8)
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
Mark 13:1-11

2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-12
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship and
life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply connected
with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word and deed in this
community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the following
people who are on our hearts: Murray Sheryl & family, Jack & Ria Humphrey,
Alan, Matthew R, Trudy, Joel, Colin, Pat, Val & John, Des M, Ann, Barbara S,
Pam, Barb, Cassie & family.
(We would like to keep this list current so we need to know how your loved ones are faring.
Please let us know. If you have any names, please let Alf know but only after obtaining
permission from the person involved.)

Welcome to our services today. We hope you find your time
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after
the service for a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and fellowship.
For your diary:
Sunday Nov.25th
Sunday Nov.25th
Sunday Nov.25th
Monday Nov. 26th
Tuesday Nov. 27th
Saturday Dec. 1st

Combined Service @ St Mark’s, 9.30 am
Parish Annual Meeting @ St Mark’s, 11ish after service
Orders for Church calendars close
Evening Fellowship film night, details below
Lumen Christi Luncheon, Club Italia, midday
Men’s Breakfast @ Leopold U.C., details below

Advent Book Club: Thursday 22nd November, 10.30am at 48 Watsons Rd, Newcomb
There are many daily reflections on offer for the season of Advent. Rev’d Elizabeth
will bring along a selection of her library - about 6 or 7 books, some of which are
electronic, with multiple copies permitted - and we can join in a season of discovery,
meeting for 1 hour each week to share the joys and discoveries of diverse, short
reflective readings during Advent.
Christmas Selfie Stable: There is a meeting for interested volunteers for the
Christmas Selfie Stable that takes place in Market Square in December 10th – 21st. The
meeting will be at Wesley Church Monday November 26th at 2pm. It will be a fun way
to share the joy of Christmas with our fellow citizens.
Christmas Luncheon: The community of Lumen Christi warmly invites members of the
parish to their Christmas Luncheon, to be held at Club Italia on Tuesday 27th November at
12 midday. To assist with catering, please let Jeanette know (5250 2082) by Sunday 18th.

Known Happy Birthday: Ellen Freeman 19th

Movie Night: St Mark’s Evening Fellowship is holding a film night on Monday 26th; 7:00
for 7:30 start; St Mary's Hibernian Hall, Yarra Street; the film: "The Jane Austin Book
Club"; Supper provided. Tickets @ $15 from Gloria Lang 5250 1647 or 0474 124 494

Church calendars: Today is last day to place an order for a church calendar @ $14
each. An order form is available at each centre.

Christmas Cards: Christmas cards, Christian and secular, are now available from
Pearly Gates. Details from Jeanette 5250 2082

Silent Auction Results: Doll's cot and bedding - Sally Stewart (Thank you to Bob Smith
and Marlene Lacey for their combined skills)

Men’s Breakfast: The next breakfast is on December 1st at Leopold Uniting Church.
The theme: Souvenirs – What are they? Are they animal, vegetable or mineral?
Several men are bringing along something to show and tell. Christmas carol sing
along. Donation $3 Any enquiries contact Alf 5250 2082

Monday Crafternoon Tea @ St Barnabas’: What gets you out the house on a MONDAY
afternoon? Is it the chance to meet new and old friends over afternoon tea?
Perhaps it is the chance to learn a new skill, teach someone else, or continue
with a craft project of your own? Bellarine Gateway has a solution to the
question.
Join a group of folk each week for a relaxed friendly session. Paint, sew,
crochet, whatever, or simply come for a spot of company. Dozens of studies
have shown that people who have satisfying relationships with family, friends
and their community are happier, have fewer health problems, and live longer. So come along;
Mondays 2-4 pm

Leave: Rev’d Elizabeth is on leave this week-end.

Annual Reports are now available. Please take your copy if you
haven’t already done so and perhaps make sure that any who can't get to
church at the moment receive a copy too.

Pot Luck lunch is to be held after the Annual Meeting on Sunday
November 25th. Please pop your name on the sheet under Savoury
or Sweets.
(BBQ another day. Onion on top of sausage or underneath?)

