Reflection for First Sunday in Christmas:
Happy Christmas to you all on this lovely summer Sunday, when we remember Jesus as
a child, and we welcome Rylen for baptism. The story in the gospel is set in the time
between the dramatic accounts of his birth, and his ministry as an adult. I guess it tries to
fill in the question of what happened next? Of explaining what happened during his
wondrous childhood, as that famous carol “Once in Royal David’s City” describes it. I
suspect that we need to rethink the carols that we sing (Gasp! Horror!) for the message
that we blithely and gustily sing, is quite far removed from the reality presented in the
Gospel, and from our own lived experience.
And through all His wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms He lay:
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He.
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This underlying message of children matching up to an obedient and submissive model
of Christ, in which children must be seen and not heard is partially what got us into the
mess of the church sexual misconduct scandals. For when the unforgivable abuse
happened, the sin was compounded by children simply not being believed by the adults
around them.
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First Sunday after Christmas

Today in Luke 2.41-52, we see a teenage Jesus, experiencing a truly wondrous
childhood and testing the boundaries between childhood and adulthood, but also
humanity and divinity. He was being brought up just as we hope all the children brought
for baptism will be allowed to grow up. He learnt from his parents how to observe the
traditions of his Jewish faith, they taught him to listen and believe, and also to have
confidence to find his voice and ask questions too. That is a good thing. His parents
evidently trusted him, and that’s why they were so annoyed to have to return to
Jerusalem when they lost him. The problem was, with that perfect form of teenage logic,
he wasn’t lost, but in fact was perfectly at home, in the temple learning and arguing
points of scripture with the elders.
I wouldn’t wish losing a child on anyone, and I have experienced that mixture of anger
and joy when the child is found, oblivious to the worry they have caused. But this scene
in the temple is a wondrous thing, where our Lord and Saviour begins to realise that his
life will be utterly different from the other kids in his village and starts to understand
what sacrifices will be asked of him, that he will need to turn his back on his family to
embrace all of us as God’s family instead. Spare a thought for Mary, the mother of all
mothers, treasuring and pondering these things in her heart.

The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.
Elizabeth
Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.
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BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
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Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.
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Today’s Readings
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

Next Week’s Readings
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship and
life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply connected
with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word and deed in this
community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of
the following people who are on our hearts: Amy, baby & Roscoe; Murray,
Sheryl & family; Jack & Ria Humphrey, Alan, Matthew R, Joel, Colin, Pat,
Val & John, Des M, Barbara S, Pam, Barb, Cassie & family.
(We would like to keep this list current so we need to know how your loved ones are faring.
Please let us know. If you have any names, please let Alf know but only after obtaining
permission from the person involved.)

Known Happy Birthdays:
Elizabeth Billing 30th, Barbara Gilchrist 3rd, Rhonda Wood 3rd
Known Happy Anniversary:
Margaret & Alan Dickson 1st; Jill & Des Graham 5th; Eril & Don Holmes 5th
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Normal Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ - 9 am
Mon - Tue - Wed - Fri - Sat

Welcome to our Combined Service today - the first Sunday after
Christmas, the last Sunday of 2018 and the baptism of Rylen Moss.
Rylen is a regular parishioner with his mum Melanie and big brother
Cailen at St Barnabas.We hope you find your time worshipping God
enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the service for a picnic
lunch with your parish friends.
For your diary:
Monday Crafternoon Tea in recess during January
Friday January 18th
Parish Council Planning Day

Vale: It is with sadness we announce that Ellen Freeman died on Christmas
Day. Her funeral will be on Friday 4th January, 1 pm at St Mark's. Ellen and
her husband, Ted, were regular worshippers at St Mark’s until Ellen’s illness
prevented them from continuing to do so. Rev’d Phil Jacobson will preside.
A sincere Thank you to the parish ladies for their generosity in arranging the
funeral afternoon tea.
Food for Families: The food placed under our Christmas trees will be taken to
the Food Bank at St Andrew’s, Corio in the new year.
Missing key: Would parishioners please check their pockets to see if they
have the vestry key to St Barnabas’ which seems to have been mislaid.
………………………………………………………………...
A Christmas Poem
Refugee
We think of him as safe beneath the steeple,
or cosy in a crib beside the font,
but he is with a million displaced people
on the long road of weariness and want.
For even as we sing our final carol
His family is up and on that road,
fleeing the wrath of someone else’s quarrel,
glancing behind and shouldering their load.
Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower,
Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled,
the lambs are slaughtered by the men of power,
and death squads spread their curse across the world.
But every Herod dies, and comes alone
to stand before the Lamb upon the throne.
Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets for the Christian Year, Malcolm Gutte.

