Reflection Epiphany 4:
We almost let a significant anniversary slip past us this week. On 1st February
1899, St Paul’s Anglican Church, Whittington, was commissioned and opened
to God’s people to praise God and to work together for God’s Kingdom just 120
years ago! Thanks be to God for the presence of this wee church at the
crossroads of Townsend and Wilson Rd!
Let’s be honest, St Paul’s is an unassuming building that has truly seen better
days. It contains, however, a vibrant expression of God’s Kingdom; the people
who worship there, as one third of the worshipping community of the Bellarine
Gateway parish, are kind, welcoming and generous in their participation of
activities in this parish – and beyond. It is no longer on its last legs – spiritually
at least, and there are signs of growth and confidence in that corner of the
parish, as well as in others.
My sense, when I first arrived in this parish, was that the days for St Paul’s were
numbered, and that a strong wind would blow it away. Now, I am not so certain
about that. I acknowledge that it needs a considerable amount of renovation to
bring it back to a well-maintained condition, and successive parish councils
have been nervous about what to do at St Pauls. Renovate/Retreat are the two
options, and we all need to start talking with our parish councillors about what
you would like to see happen. I personally cannot justify renovation without
value adding to our ministry there, so perhaps we could sell the land with the
hall (that also needs considerable work done to it), and use that money to
renovate and create a functional “hospitality space” that could be used in many
ways for the community beyond the church garden. If we presented a good case
to the Diocese this is not an impossibility. But, maybe I am just dreaming, and
we should just combine the good people of St Barnabas and St Pauls, and walk
away from the block.
It has had a colourful history; after the war years, when the church was closed
due to limited clergy and worshippers, it was reopened and leased to the Russian
Orthodox church. Through prayer and sheer determination, it was eventually
reclaimed as an Anglican church. So, I ask you, what is our desire for this
building now? Please start praying about it, continue talking, become informed
and get involved in this conversation!
The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.
Elizabeth

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.
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Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart

0414 503 300; wayne@bgap.church; Child Safety Officer

Mrs Wilma Farrell

5244 5537; Pastoral Ministry

Parish web-site: www.bgap.church
Direct payments donation account: BSB 703 122 A/c #0500 4734 (identify recipient)

Today’s Readings
Jeremiah :4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

Welcome to our services today - the fourth Sunday after Epiphany.
We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and
enriching. Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee and
fellowship.
For your diary:
Monday Feb. 4th
Tuesday Feb. 5th
Wednesday Feb. 6th
Thursday Feb.7th

Crafternoon Tea @ St Barnabas’ (details below)
Retirement Home Church Service @ Estia, Leopold, 11 am
Mid-week service @ St Barnabas, 10 am
Pastoral Visiting Ministry meeting (details below)

Next Week’s Readings
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-1
Luke 5:1-11

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship and
life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply connected
with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word and deed in this
community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and
spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Joe, John M,
Travers family; Hooper/Travers families; Sheila S; Amy, baby &
Roscoe; Matthew R, Colin, Pat, Val & John, Barbara S, Pam, Barb,
Cassie & family.
(We would like to keep this list current so we need to know how your loved ones are faring. Please
let us know. If you have any names, please let Alf know but only after obtaining permission from the
person involved.)

Known Happy Anniversaries: Val & Lloyd Jenkins 8th; Bev & Russell Cameron 9th

Pastoral Visiting Ministry: In light of the retirement of Wilma, our amazing
lay pastoral minister, Rev’d Elizabeth proposes a way of sharing this load
within the parish. A team will be created to conduct the pastoral visiting
ministry to parishioners, thus ensuring that we can still bring Christ to those
parishioners who are no longer able to attend church. The team will ensure that
each person only has a few people to visit. Training, resources and support will
be provided.
If you are interested in discovering more about this please come to a meeting
on Thursday 7th February, 10 am at St Barnabas’. If you think one of your
fellow parishioners would be a great match, please invite them to come with
you.
Wednesday Services: Wednesday Eucharist services recommence this
Wednesday, 10am 6th February at St Barnabas’.
See front page as a reminder where and when services are.
Retirement Home Church Services: These also resume this week. If you
would like to help out at one or other of these services, you would be very
welcome to join in the fun! Just talk to Rev’d Elizabeth, Cath Rankin or
Doreen Malone.
1st Tuesday 11 am Estia, Leopold; 2nd Tuesday 11 am Kensington Grange,
Leopold; 4th Tuesday 11 am Rococco, Whittington
Monday crafternoons begin again on February 4th at St Barnabas’ from 2 pm.
We have been enjoying a chat while doing various creative activities e.g.
knitting, crochet, drawing etc or, for some of us, just chatting. Refreshments
are served. All are welcome.
We will be gathering once a month ... On the first Monday of the month
……………………………………………...
Q. What kind of car did the disciples drive?
A: Honda … because the bible says they were all in one accord.

Synod Elections: This is advance warning that 2019 will be the First Session
of the 53rd Melbourne Synod, therefore elections will need to be held this year
for new lay representatives. If you are interested in standing for one of these
two lay representative positions please watch out for the call for nominees in
March. If you want to know more about Synod in general and the experiences
of our past representatives, why not chat to previous synod reps, including Jan
Long and Alf Eagle?

Synod Elections: This is advance warning that 2019 will be the First Session
of the 53rd Melbourne Synod, therefore elections will need to be held this year
for new lay representatives. If you are interested in standing for one of these
two lay representative positions please watch out for the call for nominees in
March. If you want to know more about Synod in general and the experiences
of our past representatives, why not chat to previous synod reps, including Jan
Long and Alf Eagle?

Dead panthas: The flowers on the agapanthus are dead or dying. It would be
appreciated if some parishioners could find some time to begin dead-heading
the plants before they set seed and spread. Please cut the stalks close to the
base. Stalks left long dry out and become dangerous spikes. Please leave the
spent flowers in heaps. Hopefully somebody with a trailer will be able to dispose of them.
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Food for Families: The items of food that were placed under our Christmas trees were taken to St Andrew’s Corio Food Bank
during the week. The Food Bank co-ordinator and vicar
were very appreciative of the donations, given that the
shelves were starting to look a little bare. They were
pleasantly surprised at the quantity – there were at least
130 items, ranging from small tins of tuna to large
packets of cereals.
Thank you to all who contributed.
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Geelong Refugee Assistance Program (GRAP)
GRAP has a new chairperson ..... Archdeacon Jill McCoy. The material
aid distribution begins on Saturday February 2nd at St Andrew's Church,
Bacchus Marsh rd, Corio Volunteers are always needed. People are welcome to come along and have a look with no obligation to commit to the
work.
Please contact Hilary Hoevenaars for more information at:
hoever@iinet.net.au or 0418554380
Donations of good quality home wares and men's and boy's clothing (no
large sizes) are always needed. Good quality mattresses and furniture are
also needed . Call Brian on 0419544882 to assess suitability.
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God give us strength. Strength to hold onto and strength to let go. Amen
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