Reflection Epiphany 6:
What an interesting week it has been! I joined Wayne and Deborah at a
Bendigo workshop learning some techniques to host meetings in a way that
ensures that all members get their voice heard, and that decisions are made
bravely. Now, we need to share and practice what we learnt with Parish
Council. We got off to a great start on Thursday, with Wayne trying out our
new prayer bell to mark the start and finish of each meeting.
I also had an opportunity to meet Padraig O’Tuama, whose Spirituality of
Conflict poetry and prayers I often reference in these weekly pew reflections.
He is part of a diverse group of people who feel compelled, as Public
Theologians, to speak God’s love into the public space. Padraig and his team
write about the weekly readings, through the lens of conflict. Conflict isn’t
necessarily a bad thing – there is so much energy in it, and Jesus certainly
wasn’t scared of facing up to people who disagreed with him. Speaking truth
into conflict takes courage, and remarkable things can happen as a result.
Getting people to open up, to recognise that long held stand points are not as
immoveable as they previously thought, assisting people to see that other
parties in a conflict are not just ‘other’, but people with just as much to lose
and to win in the conversation. If we can take the time to understand differing
points of view, then the walls of conflict begin to crumble.
In some ways, the work that many of us are involved in at Christmas at the
Christmas Selfie Stable is also Public Theology. Just by being there in Market
Square we remind passers-by that Christmas involves God, a baby in a stable,
with shepherds, wise men and a smattering of angels. By our welcoming
presence, we send a silent message to them that Christianity doesn’t have to
threatening, judgemental or exclusive. And not a word has been said!
The catch with Public Theology is that it doesn’t particularly encourage people
to visit our churches, that isn’t its purpose. As baptised members of the family
of God, we are all responsible to each other to encourage people to consider
visiting church and ultimately recognising Jesus as the Son of God, and as their
Saviour. What stops us? That is a good question, isn’t it?!
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Normal Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ - 9 am
Mon - Tue - Wed - Fri - Sat

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement

The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.
Elizabeth
Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin on leave
Mr Wayne Stewart

0414 503 300; wayne@bgap.church; Child Safety Officer

Parish web-site: www.bgap.church
Direct payments donation account: BSB 703 122 A/c #0500 4734 (identify recipient)

Next Week’s Readings

Today’s Readings

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 40-41
1 Corinthians 15:35-50
Luke 6:27-38

Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

Parish Prayer
‘Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our worship and
life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help us to be deeply connected
with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim the good news in word and deed in this
community, for the glory and for the growth of your kingdom.. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and
spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Joe, John M,
Travers family; Hooper/Travers families; Sheila S; Amy, baby &
Roscoe; Matthew R, Colin, Pat, Val & John, Barbara S, Pam, Barb,
Cassie & family.
(We would like to keep this list current so we need to know how your loved ones are faring. Please
let us know. If you have any names, please let Alf know but only after obtaining permission from the
person involved.)

Known Happy Anniversary: Judy & Gordon Thompson 18th
Monday crafternoons now meeting
once a month ... On the first Monday of
the month
Q: Why didn’t they play cards
on the Ark?
A: Because Noah was standing
on the deck.

Geelong Gallery presents

SUMMER SOUNDS

5pm Sunday 24th February
Vox Angelica Geelong Chamber Choir
directed by Tom Healey
GSO String Ensemble
soloists Jamie Parker & Emily Frazer
Geelong Gallery, Little Malop Street
Members $25, Non-members $30
Booking essential: 03 5229 3645 or
www.geelonggallery.org.au

Welcome to our services today - the sixth Sunday
after Epiphany. We hope you find your time
worshipping God enjoyable and enriching. Please
stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee and
For your diary:
Monday 18th
Wednesday 20th

Warden’s meeting @ St Mark’s, 1.30 pm
Mid-week service @ St Barnabas’ 10 am

Parish Council report:
Parish Council met at St Barnabas’ last Thursday.
* Parish Council placed on record that Rev’d Elizabeth had been confirmed
as incumbent (vicar) of the parish, congratulated her and wished her the
best for the future.
* Margaret Mitchell tendered her resignation from Parish Council due to
unforseen circumstances.
* The door at St Paul’s that is nailed shut will be repaired to meet
mandatory safety standards.
* Parish Council representatives to the Opportunity Shops were appointed:
Yann-Chu Thien for Heaven Cent and Deborah Kanen for Pearly Gates.
* Loose and fallen tiles in St Barnabas’ kitchen will be re-laid.

Lenten afternoon tea will be on each Sunday of Lent this year. Watch out
for more details. We are sharing the afternoon with the St Andrew’s and St
Alban’s Uniting Church people too.
Today we see Jesus healing the sick around him and teaching the
disciples about those who are blessed – the poor, the hungry, the
sorrowful, the reviled – and those for whom woe waits – the rich,
those who are filled, those who laugh and those who are spoken
well of. What this means is that God’s mission is to those on the
margins of society, and that is where the Church is called to minister.
** Pray that we might be able to go to the margins of society where God’s
Spirit is at work.
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The Good Old Days?? Some useful information for people who grow apples.
The use of lead arsenate for the control of codlin moth has been standard
practice for many years, and the unsightly residue of arsenic remaining on
sprayed fruit at picking time has always been a problem of some importance.
Chemical washing in ½ - 1% hydrochloric acid will remove up to 90% of the
residue.
(From: Profitable Fruit Culture circa 1933)

