Reflection Epiphany 8:

The gospel today has wisdom for those that are considering judging others or
gossiping behind their backs. Take that log out your own eye, says Jesus – it will
make it so much easier to ‘fix’ your neighbours problem that way!
I like how the passage from Isaiah and Jesus teaching comes together, Jesus is
the one who will judge us when the time comes, and we don’t need to do his job
for him, despite so many temptations to have a wee go ourselves.
Jesus reminds us in the gospel reading, as we face up to the harsh realities of
life this morning, that it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth
speaks – whether it be good or bad. And the prophet Isaiah has this wonderful
image of sending out into the world all the words that we speak. He anticipates
that all those words will achieve a purpose or a mission even, but what kind of
fruit will they bear? It’s an interesting thing to reflect on, isn’t it? To consider
the good and sometimes destructive work that our words can achieve once we
have set them free into the world.
Remember that each tree is known by its fruit – what does yours look like?
This week, we (finally) embark upon the season of Lent. The folk who gather
on the first Monday afternoon of the month were very busy last month; they tiedyed a purple table cloth for the gathering space in St Barnabas. It looks
stunning in its random simplicity, thank you to all concerned.
From Sunday March 10, we will be embarking on our third year of Lenten
afternoon teas. This is a great chance to invite friends to come along and see
what we are all about. Rev Ann Key and I have been making plans to make the
Sunday afternoons a chance to explore faith and spirituality in different ways –
who knows what you might discover?
For those who want something a that will challenge them in a different way, we
will be utilising one of the Pilgrim courses. This one uses prayer, contemplation
and scripture to explore the Creeds – to discover what we believe in.
Chose one, chose both, chose something else, but I would encourage you to take
up some way to deepen your connection to God.
I pray that you have a blessed Lent and we shall see you this week on Ash
Wednesday.
The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.

Elizabeth

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.
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Eighth Sunday after Epiphany
Normal Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ - 9 am
Mon - Tue - Wed - Fri - Sat

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

MINISTRY TEAM

Welcome to our services today - the eighth Sunday after Epiphany.
We hope you find your time worshipping God
enjoyable and enriching. Please stay after the service
for a cup of tea/coffee and fellowship.

Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin on leave
Mr Wayne Stewart

0414 503 300; wayne@bgap.church; Child Safety Officer

Parish web-site: www.bgap.church
Direct payments donation account: BSB 703 122 A/c #0500 4734 (identify recipient)

Today’s Readings
Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
1 Corinthians 15:51-58
Luke 6:39-49

Next Week’s Readings
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16;
Romans 10:4-13
Luke 4:1-15

TMA: The March issue of The Melbourne Anglican (TMA) is available in today. This
issue includes “Remembrance, hope and healing”: a special report on how Victorian
Anglicans have joined their local communities in commemorating the 10th anniversary of
the Black Saturday bushfires.
World Day of Prayer: The artist’s interpretation of the painting for World Day of Prayer
as shown in last week’s Pew Sheet Along the top of the picture there are women in Slovenian national costumes, each
wearing a lace cap, mob cap and scarf. The semi-circle is a plate or a table edged with
Slovenian folk embroidery. On it is potica - Slovenia's best known national cake. Grapes
refer to different Slovenian wine producing regions. The licitar (colourful biscuit) heart is
shown made with the honey of native Carniola bees and decorated with a Slovenian
carnation. The colours come from Slovenian folk embroidery-red and white. The green
background colour emphasises the green fields and forests of Slovenia. Lower in the
picture are people from the margins of society who hear the invitation to come and join in
the feast.
The warm colours of the figures express their joy. 'Come-everything is ready'

Q: What was Boaz like before he got married?
A: Ruth-less

Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our
worship and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help
us to be deeply connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim
the good news in word and deed in this community, for the glory and for the
growth of your kingdom. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

(We would like to keep this list current so we need to know how your loved ones are faring. Please
let us know. If you have any names, please let Alf know but only after obtaining permission from
the person involved.)

Understanding Islam (details below)

Monday 4th
Monday 4th
Wednesday 6th
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Crafternoon 2 pm @ St Barnabas’
Empowering Women for Leadership
Ash Wednesday, 10 am @ St Barnabas’; 7 pm @ St Mark’s
The Creeds studies begin
Lenten Afternoon teas begin (details below)

Understanding Islam: A talk with Imam Mohammad Ramzan of the Geelong Islamic
Community, which is being organized by Bishop Peter, who believes most of the
misunderstanding between Islam and other faiths relates to a lack of knowledge. As
we start Lent, we are invited to approach a deeper understanding. Mohammad will be
at the Ocean Grove Pavilion from 2.30pm to 4.30pm on Sunday 3rd March.

Parish Prayer

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and spirit of the following
people who are on our hearts: Joe, John M, Travers family; Hooper/Travers families;
Sheila S; Amy, baby & Roscoe; Matthew R, Colin, Pat, Val & John, Barbara S, Pam,
Barb, Cassie & family.

For your diary:
Today

Empowering Women for Leadership: Bishop Kate declared at the Archbishop's
evening with Parish Leaders in this Archdeaconry, that "Girls Rule!", and as the events
to mark the International Women's Day next week, Bishop Genieve and Bishop Kate
are inviting women in leadership roles - whether starting out or more settled in their
leadership - to join for an evening of inspiration and celebration. Monday 4th March
5.00-7.00pm. Chapter House Flinders Lane Please RSVP to:
bishopgenieveblackwell@melbourneanglican.org.au
John Bell visits Australia: A public lecture by John Bell, Scottish theologian,
musician, hymn writer, pastor and poet. Hosted by the Australian Academy of Liturgy
in partnership with the Australian Catholic University Centre for Liturgy this lecture
will explore the importance of space, hospitality and rumour in the liturgical life of
Christian communities. There will be time for questions and discussion at the end. As
a big fan, Elizabeth is going and am happy to encourage a gang of us to go. Save the
date ! Monday, 13 May 2019 from 19:30-21:30,, Australian Catholic University,
Fitzroy . Tickets : $35-27.50. From past experience, Elizabeth (almost) guarantees
singing, and great stories to hear.
The Creeds Lenten Bible Study starts this Thursday afternoon in the Moller Room
13.30. Bring a friend who also wants to learn more and explore their faith in God.
(More detail in last week’s Pew Sheet)
Lenten afternoon teas start next Sunday at St Paul's 2pm. This is a great chance to
encourage people who are thinking of coming to our parish, but haven't made the
plunge. Please invite your friends and lets make them welcome. Bringing a plate, if
you can would be really helpful too! (More detail in last week’s Pew Sheet)

