Reflection Lent 2:
CULTIVATE
Written by Sarah Are

I wish I could cultivate my days
Like my mother’s favourite recipe,
Blending together the sweetest things—
Hope and love, you and me,
Justice and peace,
Music and dreams—
Like spices pulled from the shelf on the wall.

Shining Christ’s Light on the Peninsula

I’d add one cup of family,
And one cup of grace.
A dash of starry nights,
A pinch of snow.
One tablespoon of hope, and like oats, they would grow.
A tablespoon of music and the hymns that I know.
A cup for friends that feel more like family,
A teaspoon of vanilla, for life’s sheer beauty.
Three teaspoons of summer, and one tablespoon of dreams.
Plus half a cup for the church that raised me,
And half a cup for the moon that serenades me.
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The instructions would read:
Melt your love and whisk with justice until it expands beyond the pan.
Gently stir in all that you hope for. Cover, and let rise.
Drizzle with a sweet glaze of mercy.
Please be sure to leave heartache and grief tucked on the shelf
Beside comparison, doubt, fear, and depression.
Busyness will make this dish sour,
As will grudges and gossip, which is not to mention
Trauma and loss, or my fragile bones.

Normal Service Times
Sundays
8:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Paul’s Whittington
10:00 am St Mark’s Leopold & St Barnabas’ Newcomb
Wednesday - 10:00 am
1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ St Barnabas’
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ St Mark’s
5th Wednesday @ St Paul’s
Morning Prayer @ St Barnabas’ - 9 am
Mon - Tue - Wed - Fri - Sat

So use only the best ingredients
When you cultivate your life.
For like your mother’s favourite recipe,
These days are sacred.

Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.

The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.

Mission Statement
Elizabeth

Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.

Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

Welcome to our services today - St Patrick’s Day. We hope
you find your time worshipping God enjoyable and
enriching. Please stay after the service for a cup of tea/coffee
and fellowship.

MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart

0414 503 300; wayne@bgap.church; Child Safety Officer

For your diary:

Parish web-site: www.bgap.church

Today
Thursday 21st
Saturday 23rd
Sunday 31st
Saturday April 6th

Direct payments donation account: BSB 703 122 A/c #0500 4734 (identify recipient)

Today’s Readings
Genesis 15.1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3.7-4.1
Luke 13.1-9

Next Week’s Readings
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:31-35

Mothers’ Union: Geelong Mothers’ Union Lady Day service will be
held at St Andrew’s, Corio on Saturday 23rd March at 10.30 am. BYO
lunch. Tea/coffee provided. Men welcome

Parish Prayer

Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our
worship and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help
us to be deeply connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim
the good news in word and deed in this community, for the glory and for the
growth of your kingdom. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Known Happy Birthday: Wilma Farrell 19th, Sandra Taylor 20th
Known Happy Anniversary: Rosemary & Murray Hooper 19th
Naked ladies: Some naked ladies were seen in full
view to passers by at St Paul’s recently. They were not
ashamed to show off their full glory. They also did the
same last year. Surely this is not a developing scandal.
Actually, it is a common name for the belladonna lily
which flowers during late summer. They are called
naked ladies because the bulbs send up flowers before
any leaves are produced.
(Photo taken last year when there was some green grass)
………………………………………..

Saint Patrick, born around 415 AD, is the patron saint
of Ireland. He was a Christian missionary credited with
converting Ireland to Christianity in the AD 400s. St
Patrick was not actually Irish.

Lenten Afternoon tea: Walking the labyrinth, creating, praying, walking
labyrinths, outdoor activity

‘Put your faith in faithbook—not in Facebook’
Rev’d Daniel, Cook Island Church (Get Away Mar 9th)

Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and
spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Joe, John M,
Travers family; Hooper/Travers families; Sheila S; Amy, baby &
Roscoe; Matthew R, Colin, Pat, Val & John, Barbara S, Pam, Barb,
Cassie & family.

Lenten Afternoon tea @ St Alban’s U.C. 2 pm
The Creeds studies @ St Mark’s, 1.30 pm
MU Lady Day Service @ St Andrew’s Corio (details below)
Combined Service @ St Paul’s, 9.30 am
Men’s Breakfast @ Leopold U.C. 7.30 am

Parish Council Report: Parish Council met at St Mark’s on Thursday 14th.
* A quote was accepted to replace the tiles in St Barnabas’ kitchen with lami-panel
* A new fan has been installed in St Barnabas’ Hall
* Prices are being sought to install new large screen monitors at St Mark’s and St
Barnabas’. This is to have uniformity across all centres, making it easier for the
clergy to connect their lap tops. (How much longer will St Barnabas’ data
projector work?) A brighter image will also be obtained.
* A quote is being obtained to upgrade the sound system, including a sound loop,
at St Barnabas’.
* The Hibiscus Crescent residence is currently vacant and will be advertised for
rent immediately.
* Rev’d Elizabeth and 3 Council members attended a presentation by the
Archbishop last week.
* During the presentation, the Archbishop stressed the need for parishes to
generate Ministry Action Plans (MAPs) that were more than paper exercises, but
instead were reported upon to the parish at Annual Meetings and shaped spending
priorities for parish budgets. This has inspired Parish Council to begin a process to
generate a current plan, replacing existing plans created over 6 years ago, and
which will make the most of the strengths of each of our 5 worshiping
communities.
Part of this process will include an open parish conversation, which may sound
like deja vu, but will generate recommendations for parish council to take
seriously and act upon.
More details will follow.

