Reflection Lent 3:
Are you seeing a pattern yet in this series of Lenten reflections? They are
based on a joint theme of Cultivating (Taking On) and Letting Go. Both
very good skills to possess.
Remember to come for afternoon tea at St Barnabas at 2pm today and
remember how to be Agents of Peace.

LETTING GO

Written by Sarah Are

If the trees can do it, then so can I,
At least that’s what I tell myself.
For if year after year the trees can let go
Of their brightest leaves and that warm autumn glow,
Then maybe in time, like trees with their leaves,
I can release
That which keeps me from you.
Maybe in time, I can let go
Of my need for certainty
And my need to look good,
My need for busyness,
And my need to numb pain;
The trivial ways I measure my self-worth,
Or the hurtful ways I measure yours.
For if year after year the trees let go,
Then maybe, in time, I can too.
Maybe,
In time,
My heart will know spring.
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Parish Identity

BGAP : A community who loves God and everyone else.
The Lord be with you and those for whom you pray.
Elizabeth
Pew Sheet: Material for inclusion in Pew Sheets should be given to Alf by Wednesday evening.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to enable individuals to recognize and carry out their ministries as
Christians. Through this, we strive to become a model company of faithful people who
both honour their varied traditions and actively share in building the family of Christ.

Welcome to our services today - the third Sunday in Lent.
We hope you find your time worshipping God enjoyable
and enriching. Please stay after the service for a cup of
tea/coffee and fellowship.
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Vicar: Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 5250 1401; 0404 165 096
Email: vicar@bgap.church
Father Jim Minchin 0427 056 654, frjbminchin@gmail.com
Mr Wayne Stewart
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Parish web-site: www.bgap.church

Today
Wednesday 27th
Thursday 28th
Sunday 31st
Saturday April 6th

Direct payments donation account: BSB 703 122 A/c #0500 4734 (identify recipient)

Next Week’s Readings
Leviticus 19:9-18
Romans 13:8-10
Luke 15:11-32
Luke 10:25-37

Parish Prayer

Lord you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Guide us in our
worship and life together: transform us into whatever you would have us do. Help
us to be deeply connected with the world around us and strengthen us to proclaim
the good news in word and deed in this community, for the glory and for the
growth of your kingdom. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
Prayers for Healing: Please pray for the healing of body, mind and
spirit of the following people who are on our hearts: Joe, John M,
Travers family; Hooper/Travers families; Sheila S; Amy, baby &
Roscoe; Matthew R, Colin, Pat, Val & John, Barbara S, Pam, Barb,
Cassie & family.

Known Happy Birthdays: Alan Dickson 25th, Paul Ganim 25th,
Judy Thompson 27th`
Known Happy Anniversary: Sandra & Noel Taylor 25th
Readers please note: The readings for March 31st Combined Service have been
changed as the theme of the service is Being a Good Neighbour.
Thank you: Gordon wishes to thank everybody who came to his assistance two
Sundays ago.
In a world so obsessed with commodity and goods, the reading from
Isaiah really is refreshing, isn’t it? It shows not only the ‘immaterial’
nature of material goods but it shows the echoes of the great gathering
force of the love of God – a force that doesn’t care in the slightest about
the material status of the individual. This force is really summed up with
Jesus’ pronouncement about the children of Jerusalem, that he wishes to gather them
under his wings. As we travel through Lent, let us put away our desires for worldly
things and allow ourselves to be gathered.
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Lenten Afternoon tea: Being agents of peace
Q: Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A: Noah - he was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.

Today’s Readings
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:31-35

Lenten Afternoon tea @ St Barnabas’ 2 pm
W-N Fellowship outing (details below)
The Creeds studies @ St Mark’s, 1.30 pm
Combined Service @ St Paul’s, 9.30 am
Men’s Breakfast @ Leopold U.C. 7.30 am

Combined Service: Next week we shall gather as a
parish in St Paul's church in Whittington for a combined
service. These are always opportunities to catch up with
each other and to raise the roof in song! The theme for
the service is Being a Good Neighbour.
Our theme ties in with National Neighbour Day, and we are inviting
neighbours of St Paul's to join us for morning tea. I have NO IDEA how many
people will join us, so please bring a plate to share, on the understanding that
you may have to take it home again. It is better to be prepared though, isn't it?
During the service, we will be sharing, from the pews, stories of being good
neighbours. Please have a think about what you might say. Themes include
welcoming strangers, offering food, helping with sick or injured, providing
shelter and clothing people. Your interpretation and couple of sentences will
add to our parish understanding of neighbours and I am excited to hear about
what we have all been up to
Whittington-Newcomb Fellowship: We’re going OS. Our
next outing will be a ferry trip across the bay to Sorrento on
27th March. Meet at the ferry terminal for the 10 am ferry.
All welcome. Any queries, or if wanting a ride, contact
Wilma 5244 5537.
Men’s Breakfast: The next Men’s Breakfast will be at the Leopold Uniting
Church on Saturday April 6th at 7.30 am. Guest speaker is Michael Dougall,
an 8 am worshipper, who has kindly offered to talk about Living in an Outback
(NT) Parish. Any queries, contact Alf. 5250 2082.

